
 

In the Waiting… 
 

Weekly Advent Devotional 2018 
Sunday December 9 – Saturday December 15 

 
In the Waiting… is a weekly devotional booklet from 

Dec. 2 – Dec. 25, compiled of reflections written by 

Ascension members and friends. May this booklet be a 

support for you in your reflection and prayer time 

through this Advent season.  
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Sunday December 9, 2018 

 

This morning the children of Ascension Lutheran Church shared 

“The First Christmas”, a Sunday School program based on Paul 

Maler’s book, “The Very First Christmas”. We hope you 

enjoyed this special presentation. We are grateful for the 

children’s voices and witness of God’s love and grace among 

us.  

 

Reflection question: What traditions did you do during Advent 

as a child?  

 

Prayer: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 

your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world 

knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Monday December 10, 2018 
 
The Wait is Always Worthwhile 

 

The word “advent” is defined as “the arrival of a notable person, 

thing, or event.” It speaks to what Advent is, but it does not speak to 

when. It seems that all things of significance call for patience on our 

part; and yet we are not always well-equipped for the inevitable, often 

painstaking, wait! 

 

There have been times in my life where I endured the excruciating 

agony of waiting for something; whether it be good or bad. It seemed 

that the more I dwelled upon it; the more unbearable the wait 

became. However, when the event actually came to pass, there was a 

sense of relief! If it was good news, the joy far outweighed the 

pain! In short, the wait made it that much sweeter. 
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Revisiting Matthew 1-2, I am vividly reminded of what waiting really 

means. The opening of Matthew 1 recounts three distinct genealogies 

that awaited the coming of Jesus. There were fourteen generations 

from Abraham to David, another fourteen generations from David to 

the exile in Babylon, and fourteen generations from the exile to the 

birth of the Messiah. 42 generations patiently endured what can only 

be called an extended Advent. Suddenly, anything I have ever waited 

for pales in comparison. 

 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will 

soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 

walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

~Jerry Dollar 

 

Tuesday December 11, 2018 
 

I’m late, I’m late for a very important date…no time to say “Hello” 

…Goodbye! I’m late, I’m late, I’m late” lamented he rabbit 

scurrying down the path, anxiously starring at this watch. Someone 

was waiting on him and unfortunately, he was late. 

  

In Matthew’s genealogy we learn that the people had been waiting 

and watching for the Messiah’s arrival: Abraham to David to Jesus, 

32 generations.  But God has His own timeline…and He is never 

late.  Jesus arrived at the time in the place and to the family God 

had prepared. 

  

I remember what it was like to wait.  My Dad was a salesman for 

an electric company, when I was little. He traveled all week. Every 

day I’d ask my Mom, “Is Daddy coming home today?”” Not 

today”, she would reply. Finally, on Friday, she would say, “Yes, 

watch for him today.” 

 

My Dad traveled by bus which came from the city in the late 

afternoon. So, I would run up the gravel road to the main road in 
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our little town.  When I saw the bus getting nearer, I would get 

more and more excited. When it finally arrived and stopped in 

front of the mill on the main road, I would be jumping up and 

down. Although I couldn’t see my Dad yet, I knew that he had 

arrived. When the bus pulled away, there he was! I would run 

across the road and jump into his arms. He would twirl me around 

and ask, “How’s my girl?” What joy! I knew that my Daddy would 

arrive just as He had promised…and he didn’t disappoint me.  

  

Prayer: Precious God, this Advent as we anticipate the arrival of 

our LORD Jesus, help us remember that your timeline is different 

than ours…but you are never late. Our hearts rejoice as we 

celebrate Jesus’ first coming and anticipate His return! Amen.                                             

                                                                                                  

~Judy Heeren 

 

Wednesday December 12, 2018 

 
In this season of expectation 

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah  

Into the bustle of our lives  

and the hard to find moments of solitude 

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah 

Into our homes and situations  

along with friends and families 

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah 

Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of our lives 

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah 

For beneath the surface of your story 

is an inescapable fact  

You entered this world  

as vulnerable as any one of us  

in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.  

Our fears, our insecurities and our sins  

all that can separate us from God 

exchanged by your Grace for Love. 
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We cannot comprehend the reasoning  

only marvel that Salvation comes to us  

through a baby born in a stable,  

and reaches out to a world in need. 

 

In this season of anticipation 

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah 

 

~John Birch  

http://www.faithandworship.com 

 

Thursday December 13, 2018 
 

When I read through Matthew Chapters 1&2, I wonder. What if there 

had been heavenly protests rather than exhortations?  It would have 

been a different story if Mary had yelled, “This is not what I planned 

for my life…NOT ME?!?! What if Joseph had complained and what 

if all heaven and earth had screamed, “OH NO!”  
 

Are you feeling anxious about anything in your life? It is difficult to 

imagine the turmoil of the times at Jesus’ birth. The scripture lays it 

out for us so matter of fact. First there is the fact that Jesus is 

genealogically the Messiah and after 14 generations a 14-year-old 

daughter is biblically approached by the Holy Spirit and becomes 

heavy with child prior to her promised marriage. After that, Joseph is 

informed and accepts the call to accept this idea of an Immanuel. The 

Magi visit the Messiah, the drama surrounding a young family’s 

escape into the night to Egypt. Finally, the all clear is given to Joseph 

and then he takes his family back to Israel and the district of Galilee, 

in a town called Nazareth. And so goes the Reader’s Digest version of 

the amazing times that surrounded our Savior and King. Each step 

points to total fulfillment of the prophecies that Jesus our Messiah, 

would be called a Nazarene. Talk about stressful times!  

 

Recently I experienced my sixth heart attack in nine years. The life-

altering measures that have gone into all 13 stents serve to remind me 
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that my heart and my life are not mine. With every life-pausing event, 

I have committed and recommitted my life and all that I am to the 

Jesus from Nazareth. I am so thankful to God for influencing the lives 

of the prophets, Mary, Joseph, the Magi, and the wonderful obedience 

of those who have gone before me who were called to believe this 

wonderfully impractical but fulfilling story.  
 

Prayer: Lord, in all things, help us to not be anxious. Please help us 

to not demand special treatment or special attention or service from 

others just because we believe…rather, give us a heart that will 

believe so that we can serve you better. Thank you for this wonderful 

season of total love and forgiveness in our life. To God be all the 

glory. Amen. 
       

 ~Ron Stoneback 

 

Friday December 14, 2018 
 

I asked Kathy to be my wife in April 1977. Thankfully she said yes, 

but then we had to wait until I graduated from the Air Force Academy 

in May 1978 for us to get married. Those 13 months felt like they 

lasted forever, but they certainly went faster than the 42 generations 

of waiting between the time of Abraham and the birth of Jesus.  And 

our wait was so much easier because we knew the end date. Kathy 

and I now wait for the second coming of Christ, but it is a wait of 

patient expectation. We don’t know if he’ll return to earth in our 

lifetimes or if we’ll wait to see him after our time on earth has 

expired.   

 

In our wait to get married, there were many things to get done before 

the big event. Most were associated with living out our day-to-day 

lives, but others were in preparation for the wedding day.  Now, as we 

live out the later years of our time together, we try to make the most 

of our limited time left on earth.  We look forward to meeting Jesus, 

but we also recognize that there are plenty of things God would like 

us to be doing now. Times are a wasting…let’s get busy. 
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Prayer:  Lord, thank you for sending your Son into our world to show 

us the way to eternal life.  Give us the patience to wait for his return 

and the energy to do your call in our short time left. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday December 15, 2018 
 

In the first part of this chapter of Matthew we can read the genealogy 

of Jesus, from Abraham to Joseph, the husband of Mary, to whom 

Jesus was born. The line is traced to Joseph so could this give us 

some cause to debate the virgin birth?  Maybe this was just the style 

of writing genealogies in that day; also, today some of us may think 

that genealogies are interesting, even fascinating, but when it comes 

to affecting our faith, does it really matter since we are all the same in 

the sight of God?   
 

Consider why God sent Jesus to this world where everyone 

experiences sadness and problems as well as happiness and joy that 

might bring us closer to Him. Other people, things that we like to do, 

the whistling wind, the birds that sing, sunsets and other wonders of 

nature are all part of our humanity and may help us to be more aware 

and experience divine mystery. As Christians, we believe that Jesus 

was sent to us as a baby, the ultimate divine mystery, to grow up, 

teach and lead us in ways which bring us ever closer to Him, our 

long-expected Immanuel, and to God, our everlasting Father. Have a 

blessed Advent Season! 
~Eunice Bluhm 

Covenant People, 2014 Advent Devotional 
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