
 

 

 
It would seem that, quite possibly, the 

ultimate measure of health in any 

community might well reside in our 

ability to stand in awe at what folks 

have to carry rather than in judgment 

at how they carry it. —Gregory Boyle (Priest and author 

working with gangs) 

 

Unfortunately a great human weakness is that we are 

quick to judge others negatively. Jesus noted this and 

called us to take the log out of our own eye before the 

speck out of someone else’s eye. What I like about the 

opening quote is that it names why judging others misses 

the mark of love. In judging we can fail to see the history 

and pain that people carry. 

 

I am writing this the day before Juneteenth, a day 

remembering the announcement of freedom from slavery. 

The original sin of our country was slavery. Slavery was 

justified because whites saw themselves as created 

superior and thought they knew what was best for African 

Americans. Unfortunately, the attitudes and false ideas 

around slavery have continued. It continued through a 

century of Jim Crow laws that kept them poor with few 

opportunities for advancement. It justified white police 

and vigilantes harassing and harming them for walking in 

the wrong neighborhood or sitting in the wrong seat or 

voting. One of the more devastating practices that is still 

impacting us is redlining. Through real estate practices of 

redlining, blacks were not allowed to buy property in 

white neighborhoods but only in poor neighborhoods. 

This has left them struggling to access good educations 

(lack of tax revenue) and access better jobs for the last 

decades.  

 

People have been upset about the rioting and vandalism 

that has happened around some protests. It has impacted 

people I know and am sad about that. But what is worse - 

some property damage and a few injuries over a month or 

three centuries of slavery and yet another century of unfair 

laws and heavy handed enforcement that left people in 

poor housing, lousy schools, few jobs, and too often 

imprisoned? Should we not be more upset by that?  

 

 

 

I invite you to consider joining me in standing in awe for 

how our amazing African American brothers and sisters 

carry their cruel history and yet unresolved pain and 

disadvantage. Being in awe of them for what they carry 

begins a shift in your thinking, acting, and imagining our 

future together.  

 

Pastor Dan 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 The Council met online using the Zoom meeting 

application. 

 Pastor Daniel opened the meeting with the story of 

Zacchaeus. Jesus spent time to meet with someone 

who was a little different from the crowd and he was 

able to share God’s love.  

 Our Treasurer, Russ Johnson shared positive financial 

news resulting in an increase to our cash reserves. 

 Dennis Bagenstos, Nominating Committee Chair, 

presented a roster of proposed nominees for church 

leadership positions. The list was accepted, preparing 

the way for a congregation vote in a Zoom meeting 

on June 28th.  

 Scott Allen, Director of Lay Ministry, recommended 

guidelines for Small Groups to resume gathering 

today. The recommendations were approved.  

 The Council agreed to focus this year’s stewardship 

campaign on “Feeding the Hungry” and Ministry 

Excellence.” 

 The Board of Lay Ministry and the Board of Property 

and Grounds are investigating the feasibility of 

adding a sun cover to the back patio.  

 Deacon Mary closed the meeting with a reflection and 

prayer.  

_____________________________________________ 
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 Downstairs renovations continue! Thanks to Deacon 

Mary for sharing progress through pictures. 

 Check out the church website for a list of Small Group 

Gathering Guidelines. 

 We will continue our focus on online worship through 

the month of July. We hope to safely worship together 

again in August. In the meantime, an Online Worship 

Task Force is identifying ways to improve the online 

experience.  

 John Hayes continues to organize and lead the 

Ascension Phone Tree to help share information and 

learn of any immediate needs.  

 Are you not able to join us for online worship on 

Sundays? You may listen to the service over the 

telephone by calling (719) 413-5167 on Tuesday of 

each week.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

The Date is Set! 

July 25 
 

The Annual Garage Sale 

benefitting Ascension’s 

Youth will be Saturday, 

July 25th. Please contact Kirsten Johnson at (719) 440-

5896 if you need help in getting your items to the church. 

We will start collecting items again the first part of 

June. Please, NO large items, mattresses, TVs, chemicals, 

etc.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Ascension at the Vibes Baseball Game 

 

It is very doubtful that we will be 

doing this event because of the 

closure of professional baseball 

because of the COVID-19 

virus.  Ascension is having an 

outing at the Colorado Springs 

Vibes baseball game on Sunday, 

August 23rd.  The Vibes are the Single A minor league 

baseball team for the Milwaukee Brewers 

organization.  The team is mostly comprised of brand new 

professional baseball players that are just drafted out of 

college and high school.  We have reserved a section of 

the Family Picnic Terrace Area along the right field line 

at Sky Sox Stadium for Ascension members and our 

guests.  The game starts at 1:30PM and we can enter the 

Picnic Area at 12:30 to begin eating our meal.  The cost 

is $27 per person for everybody over age 12 and $18 for 

children between ages 2-12.  The price includes all you 

can eat buffet (hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken, potato 

salad, coleslaw, and cookies) and drinks (Pepsi products; 

beers can be purchased at your own cost), parking, and 

admission to the game.  The Ascension Choir will sing the 

National Anthem at the start of the game (but choir 

members will have to pay as well).  As we get closer to 

the game, John Hayes will be taking ticket orders. 

__________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO… 

 
**the friends and family of Norm Miller at his passing. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Your New Board of Stewardship 
 

The last four years of leading the Stew Crew have flown 

by so quickly.  Regrettably, I will be stepping down as 

Director this month. I would like to thank the entire 

Board, as well as the congregation, for your support and 

encouragement. 

 

Also departing the Board will be Robbi Dollar and Fred 

Schauer. Thank you both for your efforts! Staying on for 

another term will be Karen Rackley, Sharon Versaw, and 

Tom Johnson. Their continuing contributions will be 

invaluable!  Pending approval by the Congregation; new 

Members will be Jason Moore and Joe Desjardin 

(Director). Your new energy will help steer the future of 

our Stewardship initiatives. 

 

I look forward to continuing my support of Ascension 

well into the future. Thank you once again. 

 

Jerry Dollar 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Create a Legacy! 

 

Celebrating a special event? Remembering a special 

person? Memorialize those people and events in your life 

with a gift to Ascension’s Endowment Fund, and create a 

lasting legacy! 



Property and Grounds Update 

 
* The basement remodel is progressing. Some delays for 

appliances have slowed us down, but the project should 

be completed around the middle of July. As synopsis: new 

counters, new appliances, updated electrical panel, 

addition of a vent outside, painted cabinets, new coffee 

bar, new rolling cabinet/counter station with countertop, 

lounge area with carpet, paint, improved accents and 

bathroom refreshes.  

 

* Landscaping: we have chosen a landscape bid and work 

will begin in late July to early August. The focus is the 

corner of Holiday and Circle. Terracing with hardy plants 

will be the primary change. There will be two curved 

walls to minimize the slope. A system for putting up 

temporary signs for our events which will have a greater 

impact. It is possible we will include a cross in the central 

part of the landscaping in the future. One of the comments 

from our secret shopper indicated they were not sure from 

the street that this was a church property. A visual would 

be a great reminder. 
 

* The grounds around the church do need attention. If you 

have time to spare, we need addition pine needle raking 

with disposal int the dumpster. Weed picking in the rocky 

areas. And back side stairwell sweeping. If some of this 

can be accomplished, we would greatly appreciate some 

help. If you need assistance or access to the shed, please 

contact any of the Property and Grounds team to gain 

access to the shed.  

 

* Fencing: the perimeter fence is gradually failing. We 

will be coming up with a long term repair plan. More to 

come.  
 

Brad Chewakin 

_____________________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU… 

 

Thank you so much for supporting our efforts to 

provide food to members of our CLC and church.  We are 

currently providing 12 weekly backpacks to CLC kiddos, 

which helps to supplement food over the weekend.  We 

anticipate that this need is going to grow over the next few 

weeks.  Your continued support is much needed.  Please 

see suggested food list in “What’s Up” and pick up what 

you can next time you go to the store.  Your donations can 

be dropped off at the church.  The church office is open 

weekdays from 9-12.  Financial support for this much 

needed program is always welcomed as well.  Chris 

Koehler and Terri Moore 

 

Scott Ewen also received a great thank you from 

IHN/Family Promise for dropping off over 30 grocery 

store gift cards worth close to $1,000. Generosity from the 

congregation for this effort is greatly appreciated, as you 

can see. "Awesome! Thank you so much! I cannot thank 

you enough for this. Truly, Scott, thank you for reaching 

out to Ascension and everyone for our IHN families and 

getting this together. I appreciate your giving hearts! 🙂” 

– Andrea (Family Promise Volunteer Manager) 

            If you’d still like to help with gift cards to Family 

Promise, you can bring those or mail those to the 

church.  These will go to IHN families who have housing, 

but no longer have congregations giving them food.  You 

can give online through Family Promise as well - 

www.ihn-cos.org.  For more information our IHN 

coordinator is Scott Ewen at sdewenx2@att.net 

_____________________________________________ 

 
The Quarterly Devotional Booklets are in! The Christ 

in Our Home devotional booklets are available at the 

Welcome Desk if you would like to pick one up. Or if you 

would like one mailed to you,  please call the church 

office at 719-634-1694. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Ruth Circle 

 
Due to the uncertainty how long the restrictions for 

Covid-19 will be, we will suspend meetings until August 

2020. Ruth Circle does not meet in June and July. More 

information will be coming later. If you are new to 

Ascension or just looking for a casual Bible Study group, 

we hope you will come and join us! Please contact Nancy 

Shatto for any questions at 719-426-9444 or 

Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Ladies’ Lunch Bunch Meets the 3rd Tuesday 

 
Ladies of Ascension meet once a month to enjoy each 

other’s company over lunch. There is no age requirement. 

Please RSVP to Judy Conroy by the Sunday before the 

lunch. 

Meets: 3rd Tuesday at 11 am at Mackenzie Place 

Contact: Judy Conroy, 481-9605 

or jnconroy@comcast.net 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bridge Group 

 
Our Bridge Group will most likely not be meeting again 

until a COVID-19 vaccine is distributed to the US 

population.  Feel free to contact John or Kathy Hayes 

at (719) 572-1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have 

any questions about this group.   

_______________________________________________ 
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Ascension Lutheran Church Pictorial Directory 

 

During this time of personal distancing, we all need to 

be able to contact each other to stay in touch. The new 

Ascension Lutheran Church pictorial directory can do 

just that, since it's online! However, if you haven’t 

already, you need to go online and create an account for 

yourself so you can access the directory anytime you'd 

like. To do so, use this link:  

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/signup. 

IMPORTANT: The signup will only work if you 

previously emailed me so that I can add your email 

address to the directory database. If you didn’t…email 

me now! dennisbagenstos@gmail.com . You will then 

create a unique password for yourself. Don't forget your 

password, because I won't be able to recover it for you! 

 

Note that your address and anniversaries and other 

personal information won't be shown unless you 

provided permission to list them. If you would like 

to include that info, you can now add or edit your 

information by clicking the ‘Edit Family’ button on your 

page. Keep in mind that the directory can only be 

accessed by members of the congregation who have 

been provided an account and password.  And if we 

don't have your photo yet, or if you'd like to change your 

photo, you can also do that online. And yes, the family 

dog, cat, bird, velociraptor can be in the photo! No 

professional photos, please, unless you provide a 

copyright release. That's why we can't use photos from 

our previous directory. 

 

Oh, and if you’ve already signed up but aren’t sure 

where to go to access the directory, its 

members.instantchurchdirectory.com . Even better, you 

can get the app for Android, Apple or Kindle; just search 

your app store for Instant Church Directory. 

 

Let me know if you have any problems accessing the 

directory. And remember, if you aren't in the directory,  

your Ascension family can't find you! All inquiries 

should go to me at dennisbagenstos@gmail.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

BECOME INVOLVED… 
**COFFEE HOUR – Smell the Aroma! Please help 

keep the coffee hours going by signing up to host a 

Sunday morning Fellowship Hour!  All directions for 

coffee making are in the coffee station, or just ask for 

assistance.  One or two people is all it takes, and you are 

so appreciated!  See the sign-up sheet on the Kiosk in 

Fellowship Hall. 

**Flower Chart – The 2020 Flower Chart is posted in 

the office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for 

you or a family member, or a special occasion. Check 

with the church office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up 

groceries for the pantry when you do your own grocery 

shopping. They can be placed directly in the pantry 

outside the CLC or in the cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

It’s making a difference. 

**KNOTTY KNEEDLERS –We meet every 

Wednesday from 1:00- 3:00 P.M.  We serve coffee 

and enjoy fellowship.  We always like to see new 

faces.  Anyone interested in joining us is very 

welcome.  You can work on your own projects or for 

charity.  Contact person is Bonnie Vawter at 719-

579-6707 or you can just show up.  
**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to 

have updates to keep us connected to the person and 

situation.  If you have a prayer concern or would like to 

become a member of our Prayer Chain, contact the office, 

634-1694 or office@ascensionlutheranelca.org.    

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday 

from 9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in 

all phases of creation, and if you’d like to help put 

together quilts for a good cause, come and join us. No 

experience necessary, just a good heart willing to learn 

and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care 
– Pantry items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & 

cheese, oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti 

sauce, tomato products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Prizes and Volunteers 

are needed.  We will probably not be supporting 

Bingo at the Terrace Gardens Health Care Center 

until a COVID-19 vaccine is distributed to the US 

population.  Our church has been supporting bingo 

at the Terrace Garden Healthcare Center for about 35 

years.  We call three games of bingo from 10:00-

11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month for 

the residents.  We normally have about 15 

players.  We call out numbers until every player wins 

in each game.  After they win, we help them (if 

needed) to the prize table where they can pick out a 

prize of their choice.  The prizes are all donated by 

members of the Ascension family.  We could use 

some of the following prizes: gently used men's 

clothing (sizes Large and higher), women's clothing 

(large and Plus sizes), sweat pants and tops (large 

sizes), hygiene products (body washes, lotions, tooth 

paste, shampoo, etc), playing cards, some small 

containers of ladies' perfumes, adult coloring 

books/crayons, and lady's jewelry.  Please mark 

items as "Bingo Prizes" and place them in the 

Terrace Garden Bingo box located on the counter 

behind the Welcome Center.  The residents really 

look forward to our bingo each month and it is 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/signup
mailto:dennisbagenstos@gmail.com
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:dennisbagenstos@gmail.com


rewarding to help them.  We need to build up our 

pool of volunteers to help us.  We've lost a couple of 

our volunteers because of deaths and moves.  Please 

contact John Hayes at 572-1052 or 

at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to help or learn 

more about this Outreach program.  Thank you for 

your continued support of this program.  
**Campbell’s Soup Labels:  Please just cut the UPC bar 

code and the picture of the “point value boy” from the 

following products:  Campbells - soups, chunky soups, 

Healthy Request, Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, 

Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 beverage caps and Prego 

Spaghetti Sauce.  Thanks for continuing to collect these 

to help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They 

may be placed in the container in the cupboard in the 

Welcome Center.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

SMALL GROUP 
MINISTRIES 
QUARTERLY 

UPDATE 
 

 
All are welcome; come join in the fellowship!  

 
If you’d like to join a group, please reach out to the group’s 
contact person to get the most up to date information on 

when/how/if the group is meeting. 

 

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS 
 
Centering Prayer Group 
Discussions on theology and practice of centering 
prayer and centering silence together. 
Meets: Bi-monthly on Monday at church 7:00 pm.  
COVID change – meeting via Zoom.  Possible outdoor 
meetings. 
Contact: Pastor Dan Holt, 634-1694 or 
office@ascensioncos.org 
 
Ruth Circle 
All ladies of Ascension are invited to join us for 
fellowship and casual Bible Study. We are starting a 
discussion of “Fierce: Women of the Bible and Their 
Stories...” by Alice Connor. If you are new Ascension or 
just looking for a casual Bible Study group, we hope you 
will come and join us!  COVID change – this is on hold 
until further notice. 

 
Meets: 2nd Thursday at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall 
except for June & July.  
Contact: Nancy Shatto, 426-9444 or 
njshatto@yahoo.com  
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
One of the Pastors leads study on Bible or religious 
topics chosen by group, or scripture for the week. 
Meets: Tuesday morning at church 10:30 am, except 
during July and part of August. 
Contact: Pastors Dan or Daniel, 634-1694 or 
office@ascensioncos.org 
 
Monday Night Serendipity  
Six-week studies with topics decided by the group.  
Meets October through May. 
Meets: 2nd & 4th Monday at 6:30 pm at the church.  
COVID change – meeting via Zoom 
Contact: Rich Johnson, 264-8196 or 
jrajohnson@aol.com  

 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
 
Ascension Artists 
Bring your current art or craft project or start a new one 
& work on it with other creative folks. We share and 
learn from each other.  COVID change – this is on hold 
until further notice. 
Meets: Weekly Thursdays from 3:00-5:00 at the church 
in the Fellowship Hall or downstairs. 
Contact: Arlayne McKee, 649-8265 or 
arlayne@juno.com                                       
           
Bridge 
Come play bridge once a month with others who love 
this card game!  COVID change – this is on hold until 
further notice. 
Meets: monthly Saturday night at the church. Actual 
dates in church bulletin 
Contact: John & Kathy Hayes, 572-1052 or 
kittypawz@aol.com 
           
Dining Out 
Group participants take turns selecting the date, time, 
and restaurant each month.  The hosts then make 
reservations for all those who are able to attend.  
COVID change – this is on hold until further notice. 
Meets: Monthly on Thursday or Friday nights.  Call to 
add your name to the email list. Actual dates in church 
bulletin and by email. 
Contact: Rich & Judi Johnson, 264-8196, or 
jrajohnson@aol.com  

mailto:blazehayes@aol.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Knotty Kneedlers 
Bring your latest project and enjoy coffee & fellowship 
with others while working on it. 
Meets: every Wednesday at 1 pm in Fellowship Hall  
COVID change – this is on hold until further notice. 
Contact: Bonnie Vawter, 579-6707 or 
bonnievawter@q.com   
 
Ladies’ Lunch Bunch 
Ladies of Ascension meeting once a month to enjoy 
each other’s company over lunch.  There is no age 
requirement. Please RSVP to Judy Conroy by the Sunday 
before the lunch. 
Meets: 3rd Tuesday at 11 am at Mackenzie Place  COVID 
change – group currently on hold 
Contact: Judy Conroy, 481-9605 or 
jnconroy@comcast.net   
 
Men’s Breakfast 
Get together with other men for fellowship over 
breakfast. 
Meets: Thursdays at 7 am at Big Train Restaurant, 808 
Garden of the Gods Rd.  COVID change – meeting 
Thursdays at 9:00 am on the church patio. 
Contact: Rich Johnson, 264-8196 or 
jrajohnson@aol.com  
 
Faith Seeking Understanding 
We read books that usually address hot-button issues in 
order to have the civil conversations so lacking in our 
world.  Topics have included race-relations, 
immigration, faith and homosexuality, and criminal 
justice.  The discussions at the end of each book are 
friendly, honest, and happen over a potluck!  All are 
welcome! 
Meets:  Occasionally.  Dates will be advertised in the 
bulletin, What’s Up, and on the website.  Pastor Daniel 
can also put you on an email list.  COVID change – 
meeting online 
Contact: Pastor Daniel, 634-1694, or 
d.smith@ascensioncos.org    
 
Walking Group 
Walks at various venues. 
Meets: Tuesdays & Thursdays mornings, outside when 
weather permits and in Chapel Hills Mall when it 
doesn't.  Please call to confirm special times & 
locations.  COVID change – mall walking will not be an 
option when the weather is inclement. 
Contact: Wini Klein, 636-1232 or wklein636@msn.com  

SERVICE & SUPPORT GROUPS 
 
Quilts for New Beginnings  
Family Promise, One Nation and World Relief need 
more quilts, and you can help.  If you show up, we’ll find 
something for you to do - no matter your skill level.  If 
you would like to help from the comfort of your own 
home, kits are available to take home.  COVID change – 
the group is not currently meeting in the church, but 
they are still able to work on quilts and masks from 
home. 
Meets: Wednesdays 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   
Contact: Anita Arends, 573-4747 or Barb Daugherty, 
bdkm@pcisys.net    
 
Terrace Gardens Bingo 
Have fun helping nursing home residents play Bingo and 
win prizes.  COVID change – this is on hold until further 
notice. 
Meets: Terrace Gardens monthly, 3rd Wednesdays from 
9:45-11:15 am 
Contact: John & Kathy Hayes, 572-1052 or 
blazehayes@aol.com. 

 

SEASONAL GROUPS 
 
Biking, Holy Pedalers 
Rides are scheduled most weekends. Group members 
can sign up to schedule and lead rides.   Bike riding is 
mostly on trails, with some lightly traveled roads. Most 
rides include a stop for breakfast or lunch in support of 
fellowship. COVID change - If group is larger than 10, 
we break into two groups.  Those participating in the 
food fellowship following the ride should bring masks 
for the restaurant. We are trying to go places where we 
can order take-out and eat at a nearby park. 
Meets: Weekly, April – October, weather permitting. 
Most rides are on Saturdays. Time & location by email 
and on the Ascension Holy Pedalers’ Facebook page. 
Contact: Aimee Calderon, 720-318-7479 or 
aimeebuesing@yahoo.com 
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

takmusic530@outlook.com (Teresa Allen) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

August newsletter deadline: July 19 

 Scott Allen, Beth Ayen 

(Daughter-in-law of Darcy & Bill Ayen), Brad Buhler, 

Tom & Sandy George, Laura Gann, Elaine Glover, 

Hazel Quindt, Rick Rogers, Jeff Sebben, Cassie 

Shaffer, Cathy Stanley (sister-in-law of Marilyn 

Gulliksen), Ilene Steinkruger, Teri Thompson (Sister-

in-law of Sandy Trent), Dee Yocum, and all of our men 

and women serving overseas, especially Anthony 

Calderon. 
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