
Perspectives 
Beneath The Cross 
www.ascensioncos.org  

 

 

 A Lenten Devotional - Week 5 

April 2 – 8, 2017 

Luke 18:31-19:10 

http://www.ascensioncos.org/


2 

 

An excerpt from Pastor Dan Holt’s Ash Wednesday message and 

what it means to be Beneath The Cross:  

 

Beneath the Cross is a place where you look up and realize 

Jesus is dying here. Death is close and we are from dust to dust. 

That is our existence. For us to be humble isn’t for us to be 

graveling or something like that. It comes from seeing who we are 

honestly. Looking at reality. That we’re limited. We don’t have all 

gifts and abilities. That we’re flawed at times. We make mistakes. 

We say things we shouldn’t say. The hard stuff of life allows us to 

be open and walk together.  

When Jesus did lay his life down on the cross it was this act 

not of weakness but of great faith. Faith that somehow in the 

torturous horror of the cross that God was going to hold him. He 

being up there would be a sign for us of what sacrificial loves look 

like for us. A sign for us that God would hold us. A sign for us that 

there is a way through death to life.  

And so today we gather if you will, as we will this season 

Beneath the Cross. Beneath the cross of Jesus. It’s a place of 

humility. And so we put that on our foreheads trusting that God 

will hold us through the worst of everything. The shape of the 

cross. Even when it comes to our time to return to dust and ashes. 

God has us, as He has his Son. Amen.  

__________________________________ 

Through this Lenten season, you are invited to read reflections 

offered by members and friends of Ascension Lutheran Church. 

There will be six booklets printed from now until Easter Sunday. 

Each devotional booklet will focus on engaging Sunday’s Scripture 

readings. Let Sunday be a time when you hear God’s Word in 

worship together of our Lord and Savior. If you miss a Sunday’s 

sermon, we invite you to check-it out at www.ascensioncos.org.  

 

It is a gift to be brothers and sisters in Christ, walking together 

Beneath The Cross, in faith in Jesus Christ and we all have 

perspectives to offer one another along the way!  

~Mary Stoneback  

Diaconal Minister for Faith Formation 

http://www.ascensioncos.org/


3 

 

 A Lenten Devotional - Week 5 

April 2 – 8, 2017 

Luke 18:31-19:10 
 

Luke 18:31-19:10 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
31 Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we 

are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written 

about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 

accomplished. 32 For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; 

and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. 33 After 

they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day 

he will rise again.” 34 But they understood nothing about all 

these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and 

they did not grasp what was said. 

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar Near Jericho 
35 As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 

roadside begging. 36 When he heard a crowd going by, he 

asked what was happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of 

Nazareth[a] is passing by.” 38 Then he shouted, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” 39 Those who were in front 

sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more 

loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 Jesus stood still 

and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came 

near, he asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” 

He said, “Lord, let me see again.” 42 Jesus said to him, 

“Receive your sight; your faith has saved 

you.” 43 Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, 

glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised 

God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018:31-19:10#fen-NRSV-25717a
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Jesus and Zacchaeus 

19 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man 

was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and 

was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 

account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in 

stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see 

him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus 

came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 

hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 

today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 

him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has 

gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus 

stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as 

much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come 

to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the 

Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

 

Sunday, April 2 
 

Today Pastor Daniel preached on Luke 18:31-19:10. 

On this fifth Sunday of Lent, we invite you to spend time in 

God’s Word. Read through this passage, and consider Pastor 

Daniel’s reflection on the text. If you missed today’s service, 

visit www.ascensioncos.org to hear the message.  
 

 

Monday, April 3 
 

As I read this week's scripture selection for Lenten 

Perspectives I found myself puzzling over what to say. I read 

it over again and thought about who was there with Jesus. 

Jesus predicts his death with the disciples, Jesus meets a blind 

beggar at Jericho, and Jesus seeks out Zacchaeus the tax 

collector for a place to stay overnight. And the ever present 

http://www.ascensioncos.org/
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crowds were there watching Jesus.  

The disciples are right there walking alongside Jesus 

hearing him predicting his death and "they did not know what 

he was talking about."  Really? Were the disciples trying to 

over-analyze Jesus words like I so often do? And yet a blind 

man who was not even a follower asked, "I want to see". He 

addressed Jesus with the messianic title of "Son of David". 

Was that a copycat phrase based on what he heard others say 

concerning Jesus. I think not because Jesus says that the blind 

man's faith has healed him. He was genuine in the request.  

Zacchaeus I picture as almost falling over himself as 

he rushes to climb a tree then is confronted by Jesus while 

hanging in the branches. His response is to greet Jesus 

"gladly" and open his check book. His action gives new 

meaning to the phrase "give till it hurts". He was not showing 

off in front of the other Jews so that they would accept the 

"tax collector". Jesus read the genuineness in his heart for 

offering to give to the poor saying, "salvation has come to this 

house because this man, too, is a son of Abraham." I can only 

guess that there were those in the audience who were very 

jealous of Zacchaeus. Being beneath Jesus led to responses of 

gratitude, of faith, and even faith like Abraham's. This is the 

faith that gives what is most dear to the heart like Abraham 

offering his son, his most valued 'possession' so to speak and 

being blessed in return by the Lord. 

Beneath the cross is a difficult place for me to stand in 

because it is to give up my most valued possession. What is 

my most valued possession? Standing in the shadow of the 

cross means that like the disciples I may "not understand any 

of this". God's plan for me and the world puzzles me at times. 

Standing on that spot also means that I must remember to ask 

of God. I so often pray only for others and neglect to ask for 

mercy for myself.      

~Scott Allen 
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Tuesday, April 4 

 

I’m asked to reflect on this passage, offering a 

perspective on these words from Luke. Luke, the physician.  

A healer. Wow! We first read Jesus’ words to the disciples.  

He foreshadows his death. He tells the disciples what is soon 

coming to be. Yet, the disciples are clueless. No perspective.  

They HEARD it, but didn’t LISTEN to what Jesus said. Is 

there healing in the understanding of these words? Will the 

disciples be made whole by their understanding? 

We have the blind beggar at the side of the road.  

Hmmmm. He doesn’t see, but hears the Lord walking along 

the roadside. In Matthew’s version, there are two. Luke 

mentions one. There is healing in this passage, too. People all 

around are trying to quiet the beggar, but he persists. Jesus 

heals him. 

Finally, Zacchaeus, the tax collector. Oh, the hated 

man. Short in stature, he climbs a tree to glimpse Jesus. Jesus 

sees him, and invites himself to dinner. Hmmmm. Now 

Zacchaeus repents, offers to returns FOUR TIMES the 

amount he cheated from citizens. He gives HALF his 

considerable wealth to the poor. He was caught! Jesus healed 

him of his sins, his cheating ways. How does Luke do this?  

How does he remind us we, too, can be healed by Jesus? We, 

too, repent, reflect. We, too, ask Jesus to forgive us. We, too, 

make restitution somehow, in some way.   

These parables are reminders. This is the season truly 

reminding us of all we have. Of all we are thankful for. Of all 

we are to ask forgiveness for. Of all we should repent. We, 

too, can and will be healed. Just ask! Pretty simple. Pretty 

humbling. Amen! 

~Susan Curtis 
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Wednesday, April 5 

 

When we read this passage, we were struck by two 

things. First, Jesus is pretty specifically telling his disciples 

what is going to happen to him. He will be mocked, insulted, 

spit upon, flogged and killed. He will rise again after three 

days. And yet somehow the disciples don’t get it. They either 

don’t understand it or refuse to believe it. He is, after all, the 

Son of God, so shouldn’t he be able to save himself from this 

fate? 

Second, there are two people in the passage who do 

see, although by all rights neither should be able to. The first 

is a blind man who hears from the crowd that Jesus is passing 

by and he begs for his help. Jesus restores his sight because 

the man has faith that he can do it and Jesus rewards that 

faith. The second is a man so short he must climb a tree to be 

able to see Jesus pass by. The crowd is astonished that Jesus 

asks to be entertained at his house because the man is a tax 

collector and pretty much reviled by everyone. But we find 

out that the tax collector gives half of his money to the poor 

and is in the process of repaying everyone he defrauded four 

times what was taken. Sounds to us like the sinner has been 

saved. 

And that to us is the lesson – “For the Son of Man 

came to seek and to save what was lost.” No matter how far 

we have wandered from the path, we only have to ask to be 

redeemed. And that is the greatest blessing of accepting 

Christ as our Lord and Savior. 

 

~Kate Kirkendall & Eric Dyer 
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Thursday, April 6 

 

 When I first began reading this passage I had deja vu 

because I have heard both of these stories what seems like a 

million times. The first being Jesus healing the blind man and 

the second about the horrid tax collector, in which Jesus takes 

shelter with. Both of these I would consider to be Bible 

classics, everyone has heard them and everyone knows them. 

Although, we may know the story we might not see the big 

picture behind these stories. A blind man cries out for Jesus 

people tell him to be quiet, the man continually cries for Jesus 

despite not actually being able to see him. I think this is a 

simile for faith. We do not see our faith, but we continually 

pray to Jesus to help cure whatever our life problem is.  

Finally, the blind man is approached by Jesus and his 

sight is returned. The biggest part is that he could not see but 

he believed, therefore in order to receive we first must 

believe. Further into the passage a man named Zacchaeus is 

introduced, he is the town tax collector and many despise 

him, except Jesus. Later, Jesus tells Zacchaeus that he will be 

staying at his house. Zacchaeus says that he is a sinner and 

does not feel worthy enough for Jesus to stay with him. Jesus 

then utters my absolute favorite line “For the Son of Man 

came to seek and save the lost”. No matter how lost or hated 

by others we may be it should always remain constant in our 

minds that Jesus gave the biggest sacrifice of all in order to 

save those who need it. We are not perfect beings, and trust 

me, the Lord knows this, but it is always important to keep in 

the back of our minds that no matter what, Jesus has sought 

us out and will ultimately help us prevail.  

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, in this ever crazy time help us remember 

that you have sought us out and you have saved us, let us 

never forget the great miracles you perform and also the 
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great love that you provide us with. Let us never forget you 

will always walk with us. Amen 

 

~Selina Krieg 

 

Friday, April 7 

 

What would you do to SEE JESUS? Would you shout 

out loudly in a crowd exclaiming the need for His mercy? 

Would you climb a tree or give up everything you have in 

your household in order to follow Christ or in order to travel 

anywhere He asked? 

In this day and age, one would seem to be a certifiably 

crazy person to climb a tree and shout out in a crowd for the 

presumed mercy of a stranger who is passing by. How would 

we know if that which we have heard about this stranger 

wasn’t “fake news”? I mean let’s examine this in today’s 

context. How desperate does one have to be in order to beg 

for another man’s kindness!? Do we beg from the street 

corner for anyone’s help, I submit that some do. We have 

become a skeptical lot when we barely believe the news on 

TV and Radio - let alone the Good News from 2,000 years 

ago. Yet, that is what God asks of us, to believe as Zacchaeus 

believed. To blindly trust, the way the beggar at Jericho 

trusted as he shouted out unashamedly in a crowd – he 

believed the fake news so much that he through all caution to 

the wind and just begged for God’s merciful healing. He 

hadn’t even seen himself in a mirror that day - he just wanted 

God’s merciful healing grace. He begged for it! 

My prayer for each of us in this season of lent is to 

believe, to trust and to accept the Mercy we all need. This is 

not our right but rather a gift we each must receive as 

believers “for the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 

lost.” I am lost every day, how about you?  
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Heavenly Father, you know our every thought and need 

before we seek it.  I believe as the beggar believed and want 

to serve you with all of my heart. May we each be humble 

enough to climb the tree and to not be so proud that we will 

not cry out in any crowd, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” Lord please continue to work in me and to seek the 

lost, like me. In Jesus name. Amen 

 

~Ron Stoneback 

 

 

Saturday, April 8 

 

Lord of the lost, 

We are quick to judge and slow to accept those whom we 

consider lower than ourselves. But you show us the way of 

acceptance, forgiveness, and peace. We honor your name for 

teaching us to love, for the sake of the one who is the 

essence of love itself, Jesus Christ our loving Lord. Amen. 
 

Written by Barbara Lundblad, from workingpreacher.org 

______________________________________________ 
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Lenten Mid-Week Series:  Beneath the Cross 

 

Join us for Soup Suppers at 6 pm in the basement 

and then service at 7 pm in the sanctuary.  

 

April 5:   Making a Good End.  Tom Vien CSFS 

 

 

Holy Week at Ascension 

Sunday April 9 – Palm Sunday 

Thursday April 13 – Maundy Thursday (7 pm) 

Friday April 14 – Good Friday (12 pm & 7 pm) 

Saturday April 15 – Easter Vigil, led by HS youth 

(6 pm) 

Sunday April 16 – Easter Sunrise (6 am) & Easter 

Services (8 am & 10:30 am) 

*A pancake breakfast will be served 7 am – 8 am 

& 9 am – 10 am in the basement. All proceeds go 

to support the youth! 
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