
 

 

 

 

  

John: Faith for Life 
 

One of the nerdy things you 

do when you’re in seminary 

is argue about which Gospel 

is the best. Mine is the 

Gospel of John, and I’ll fight 

you tooth and nail on it. 

 

Most of the time we don’t 

tend to silo up our faith or beliefs into the various Biblical 

books they come from. You might be drawn to God’s 

creation or liberation or call to justice or grace or forming 

the church. But you probably don’t favor Genesis, 

Exodus, Amos, Romans, or Acts. And that’s good. It’s 

good to have a whole faith, not a bunch of parts. 

 

But it’s also good to spend time in just one book, 

especially one Gospel. It’s good to see how it paints the 

picture of Jesus. And, to this humble pastor, the picture 

painted in John is top-notch. 

 

I think what I like most about the Gospel of John is how 

throughout it Jesus is both so cosmically divine, and yet 

also so intimate. You have Jesus, the Word that formed 

everything. But then that same Jesus supplies wine at a 

wedding and talks with a nameless woman at a well. You 

have Jesus who inhabits and transforms the ancient 

festivals. But then that same Jesus heals a blind man when 

the disciples would rather argue about who’s at fault for 

his blindness. You have Jesus who rises from the dead and 

conquers death. But then that same Jesus gently calls 

Mary by name. 

 

It all gets summed up, if such a thing is possible, at the 

end of the Gospel, when the author says he wrote this 

whole thing so that you might come to believe in Jesus, 

and through believing have life. For John, eternal life with 

God doesn’t start in some distant future; eternal life starts 

now through faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope that happens for you. Either through your own 

reading and reflecting on this beautiful book, or through 

hearing it read and preached on Sunday mornings. If you 

want to dive deeper, I encourage you to join us at 9:15 on 

Sunday mornings as we watch a movie rendition of the 

Gospel of John. Lisa and Calvin Wulf will lead a 

discussion as we watch a portion of the movie each week. 

You can join us in person or online. 

 

I guess if you have a different favorite Gospel I won’t 

sulk. But give John a try. Because if you do, I’d bet your 

faith will be emboldened, and through that faith you’ll get 

a taste of that new, eternal life. 

 

Pastor Daniel 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Join Us for SUP on February 17 
 

SUP on February 17, 12-1 pm will feature Dr. Bill 

Ayen discussing the current cybersecurity landscape and 

how we can take simple steps to protect our personal 

information. The Q&A format will allow for your 

questions to be answered.  Bill has spent over 20 years 

studying, teaching, and managing in the area of 

cybersecurity. Questions that you might want to ask him: 

• What makes a good password vs a not so good one? 

• What is multi-factor authentication (MFA)? 

• Why are phishing/vishing/smishing attacks hard to 

defend against? 

• Does using social media increase my being 

susceptible to a cyber attack? 

Not able to join in person? Join via zoom 

at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8673682609. To help in 

planning for the time, it's helpful to let Karen Rubinow 

know you're coming at nodak@sidkar.com.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Boulder County Fire Help: 
Our ELCA disaster relief is active with the Boulder 

County fires.   If you would like to support that, you can 

use the following link: 

https://community.elca.org/uswildfires?_ga=2.12450624

9.2077228846.1641746974-806107245.1641746974 
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• Pastor Daniel opened the meeting with a devotion on 

being a faithful community. 

• December offerings were lower than usual. CLC 

revenues were also low but the Center had to close for 

6 days due to COVID. Final numbers won’t be known 

until the January audit.  

• The council approved Lisa Wulf and Kim Knoche for 

this year’s audit committee. 

• Russ Johnson highlighted the need to cover $15,000 

in insurance deductibles for the KPC Respite Center 

floor ($5,000) and wind damage to the property 

($10,000). 

• Since we won’t have exact figures until end of 

January, we will use percentages to make a 

recommendation to the congregation at the annual 

meeting in February. Current plan is to recommend 

placing 50% of any surplus in the Capital 

Replacements fund and putting the remaining 50% in 

a dedicated fund for future use.  

• Discussed proactive ways to increase revenues and/or 

cut expenses. We will examine our use of Endowment 

funds and seek to increase membership by supporting 

the work of our Inviting Community Pathways Team.  

• Pastor Dan closed the meeting in prayer.  
__________________________________________ 

 

LENT 2022 
 

Lent begins with 

Ash Wednesday 

March 2, with 

Easter Celebration 

on Sunday April 

17. This year's Lenten Theme is Life: Broken But 

Beautiful. For Wednesdays in Lent, each week will 

feature a 5-minute conversation and a 5-minute homily. 

The conversations will explore and reflect on the areas we 

experience hurt, loss and dissension in our own lives, 

families, and world.  They'll also explore how we 

faithfully move forward in hope, healing, and 

understanding.  

 

Lent Midweek Services—March 9-April 6, 7 pm. Join 

in person or on YouTube for midweek services. More 

information to come in regards to Soup Suppers. And stay 

tuned for more information about alcmobile App Lenten 

Conversations, Lenten Bags, v. 2.0 and a Shrove 

'Sunday' Dessert Reception! 

• Annual Congregation Meeting on February 13th at 

9:15. The meeting will be held in person and will also 

be live-streamed.  

• Pastor Dan is currently on a 4-week sabbatical. Please 

keep him in your prayers.  

• Our Lenten theme will be moving from the 

brokenness in our world to the beautiful. 

• We will once again use the ALC mobile app to share 

Lenten Midweek Conversations.  

• The Youth Board raised over $500 with the M&M 

mini tube fundraiser. Thanks to all who participated.  

• If you are utilizing automatic on-line giving and 

increased your giving during the recent Stewardship 

campaign, don’t forget to make your adjustments 

with the bank. Our Office Manager, Ruth, has forms 

if you need them. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO… 
 

**Bill & Darcy Ayen at the death of their daughter-in-

law, Beth Ayen, and to Kirsten & Russ Johnson & family. 

_____________________________________________ 

Create a Legacy! 
 

Celebrating a special event? Remembering a special 

person? Memorialize those people and events in your life 

with a gift to Ascension’s Endowment Fund, and create a 

lasting legacy! 

 

Thanks and God’s blessings to our recent 

contributions: 

Sabine and George Wachs 
__________________________________________ 

 

Ushers Needed 
 

We are still looking for ushers for our services.  If you are 

interested in becoming an usher for the early or late 

services, please contact John Hayes at 

blazehayes@aol.com or at (719) 572-1052.  Training will 

be provided. 

mailto:blazehayes@aol.com


KPC Respite Center Update 
 

In the December Newsletter President Donna Crump’s 

article described the mission of the KPC Respite Center 

and the damage caused by the large water leak.  Following 

is an update on the effort to bring the Center back into full 

operation in updated space. 

 

• After the water damage was discovered, an 

environmental inspection was completed.  It identified 

asbestos in drywall texture and taping throughout the 

facility. An asbestos abatement company was hired by 

our insurance company to do the necessary abatement.  

They paid $48,000 for that work. 

• Prior to the abatement company’s work during 

November, all of the contents of the house were moved 

to the storage pod next to the driveway, to a shed in the 

backyard, and to a couple of locations at the church. 

• The abatement was completed in late November.  The 

result was that all flooring and cabinets on both levels 

were removed, all drywall in the basement walls and 

ceiling were removed, and the bottom 2 feet of most 

walls in the main level were removed.  As a result, more 

repairs than initially envisioned will be necessary.  To 

put this in perspective, consider your experience in 

completely remodeling a room and extend that to 3600 

square feet. 

• Since the abatement was completed, several iterations 

with our insurance company to get the insurance 

estimate to include all the damages, those initially 

identified and plus others discovered post abatement.  

At this writing, we are nearing finalization. 

• A statement of work has been created for use by the 

selected contractor, Tony Kinter (he was the contractor 

for the CLC renovation).  Since this house was built in 

the mid-1960s, Tony has identified many areas that 

need to be brought up to current building codes.  Also, 

past licensing issues for KPC will be addressed. Once 

his proposal is received, reviewed, and needed changes 

made, the work can begin to restore the house back to 

its intended use for providing a safe place for the kids 

of families who are in a crisis situation. 

• On that note – the El Paso County Department of 

Human Services readily approved temporarily moving 

the license to Ascension’s Lower Level.  They are still 

able to provide 800+ hours of service per month. This 

is a testament to the importance of this ministry in our 

community and the professionalism of the KPC Respite 

Center staff. 

• Special thanks to Brad Chewakin, Director of the Board 

of Property and Grounds, and his crew for their help on 

several projects that will save on remodel costs. 

 

Bill Ayen, Project Manager 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

 
Our partner from last fall's community work day, COS I 

Love You notified us that the city of Colorado Springs is 

looking for adults who would be willing to volunteer as 

youth soccer coaches for elementary-age kids in at-risk 

neighborhoods. The city has found a way to fund up to 

1,000 kids to play youth soccer at no cost to them, but if 

as many respond as they're anticipating, they'll need 

dozens of coaches to work with these kids. If being a 

soccer coach is something in your area of expertise or 

interest—or you want to just for fun—check for more 

information on our Ascension website or Facebook page, 

or Karen Askinas can put you in touch with the right 

person at COS I Love You!  Contact her 

at kaskinas@gmail.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU… 
 

**Thank you to our Ascension Family for your support & 

prayers over our 24-year journey with our Daughter-in-

law, Beth. She lost her battle with Multiple Myeloma on 

January 8, and as our son Mark so beautifully put it, "she 

received the ultimate healing and is singing alto with the 

Angels." Darcy & Bill Ayen, and Kirsten & Russ Johnson 

& family. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Handmade, Heartfelt Card Ministry 

 
The Handmade, Heartfelt Card Ministry team thanks you 

for your ongoing support of the card rack, as well as our 

sales at the bazaar and Christkindl Fest. We will be able 

to donate $1000 to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 

Services in February! So happy to help newcomers to our 

country. There are new cards every month; be sure to look 

at the beautiful Valentines...there are options for friends 

as well as significant others. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

RUTH CIRCLE 
 

All ladies of Ascension are invited to join us on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 9:30am for fellowship and 

casual Bible Study. We will be using the book, Fierce by 

Alice Connor and our next chapter discussion will be 

“The woman at the well” on February 10th 2022. If you 

are new Ascension or just looking for a casual Bible Study 

group, we hope you will come and join us! Please contact 

Nancy Shatto for any questions, or a book, at 719-243-

8978 or Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

mailto:kaskinas@gmail.com


 

Youth News! 
 

HS Youth & Easter Sunrise Prep  

(1st & 4th Sundays) 
 

Starting Sunday, January 30, high school youth will 

meet the first and last Sunday of each month to prepare 

for the Easter Sunrise service,  Sunday April 17. We'll 

mix it up from time to time and so it won't only be 

planning, but time to chat, do service projects and have 

some fun in the process! Meet in the high school room, 

across from the CLC restrooms. Questions? Contact 

Deacon Mary at (303) 475-4886 or email at  

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org 

 

* * * * * 
 

 

GARAGE SALE!! It’s time to start your spring cleaning 

and prepare for the annual youth garage sale!  As we 

approach the season of Lent, there have often been 

suggestions of donating items, instead of/or in addition to 

giving up something for Lent.   Date is yet to be 

determined, but will be some time in June.  We are hoping 

to start collecting items at the church after Easter.  Watch 

for more information.  Contact Kirsten Johnson at 

(719)440-5896 with questions or if you need help in 

picking up items to bring in.  Please NO furniture, large 

items, tvs, chemicals, blinds, or other items donation sites 

won’t accept. 

* * * * * 
 

HS Senior Milestone Staycation: We've got an 

amazing group of high school seniors this year! Please 

keep the following in your prayers as they traverse their 

last semester of high school and discern next steps in 

life: Evan Asiano, Millie Bramschreiber, Sandra Hagen, 

Emmalee Krieg, Joel Thompson, and Riley Tichenor. To 

celebrate and bless the upcoming transition, the group is 

also planning a staycation in the Springs for Sunday, 

February 20-Monday, February 21. To help them in this 

special time, I'm planning a few surprises for the group. 

If you'd like to help with these surprises, let me know 

and I'll give you more information. Deacon Mary (303) 

475-4886 (text/call) or email at  

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org. 

 

* * * * * 

 

National Youth Gathering 2022 
 

Did you know that 18 youth and adults will be attending 

the National Youth Gathering this summer in 

Minneapolis?  Often times, each group wears the same 

color of shirts, which makes the 30,000+ people look 

like a sea of M&M’s.  Thank you to all who have 

returned your empty mini tubes filled with coins, dollars 

and other items.  To date, we have collected just over 

$540, 5 pence and a dog treat!  If you still have a tube 

with coins in it, please return it to the church as soon as 

possible so we can close out this fundraiser and get 

ready for the next one! 

 

* * * * * 
 

How to Have Tough Conversations:  
 

This February, the Youth Board, with Endowment 

support, has contracted with Candace Woods, a Master of 

Divinity and trained comprehensive sexuality educator to 

do a series of workshops for parents with children and 

older youth on how to have conversations with your 

children about healthy boundaries and sexuality. The first 

of the workshops for parents with children preschool-

elementary aged Sunday February 6, 11:30 am - 1pm. The 

second and third sessions, open to parents with middle 

school-high school aged youth, will take place 

Wednesday, February 2 and Wednesday, February 9 from 

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. While an rsvp is helpful, all are 

welcome and we'd love to know if you're planning to 

attend. For more information, contact Deacon Mary 

(303)475-4886 (text/call) or email at 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org. 

 

_____________________________________________ 
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Prayer List 
   

For about 9 months, Joshua Kaiser was on our church 

prayer list because of his prolonged battle with 

COVID.  Josh is the son of a retired AF Chief Master 

Sergeant that I went to war with when we invaded Iraq in 

2003.  Josh was in the hospital and rehab for about nine 

months, but he is now home and slowly gaining his 

strength back.  It was touch and go for him for quite a 

while when his kidneys shut down while he was on a 

ventilator.  It is truly a miracle that he is still with us.  I 

now have two nephews who are on the Prayer List 

because one is deployed to Djibouti, Africa, and his older 

brother is deployed to an air base in Qatar.  They are with 

the Minnesota Air National Guard unit out of Duluth, MN 

and each will be deployed for six months.  Thank you for 

your prayers, John and Kathy Hayes. 

_____________________________________________ 

 
GET INVOLVED… 

 

**Ruth Circle:  All ladies of Ascension are invited to 

join us on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 9:30am in 

the Conference Room, for fellowship and casual Bible 

Study. We are using the book Fierce by Alice Connor. If 

you are new to Ascension, we invite you to join us. Please 

contact Nancy Shatto for any questions at 719-243-8978 

or Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

**Knotty Kneedlers: The knitting group has closed 

down for now. We will be watching for any interest in the 

future. If you know of anyone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please let one of the Pastors know! 

**Flower Chart – The 2022 Flower Chart is posted in 

the office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for 

you or a family member, or a special occasion. Check 

with the church office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up 

groceries for the pantry when you do your own grocery 

shopping. They can be placed directly in the pantry 

outside the CLC or in the cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

It’s making a difference. 

**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to 

have updates to keep us connected to the person and 

situation.  If you have a prayer concern or would like to 

become a member of our Prayer Chain, contact the office, 

634-1694 or office@ascensionlutheranelca.org.    

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday 

from 9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in 

all phases of creation, and if you’d like to help put 

together quilts for a good cause, come and join us. No 

experience necessary, just a good heart willing to learn 

and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care 

– Pantry items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & 

cheese, oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti 

sauce, tomato products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Our church has been 

supporting bingo at the Terrace Garden Healthcare Center 

for about 35 years.  We call three games of bingo from 

10:00-11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the residents.  We normally have about 15 

players.  We call out numbers until every player wins in 

each game.  After they win, we help them (if needed) to 

the prize table where they can pick out a prize of their 

choice.  The prizes are all donated by members of the 

Ascension family.  We could use some of the following 

prizes: gently used men's clothing (sizes Large and 

higher), women's clothing (large and Plus sizes), sweat 

pants and tops (large sizes), hygiene products (body 

washes, lotions, tooth paste, shampoo, etc), playing cards, 

some small containers of ladies' perfumes, adult coloring 

books/crayons, and lady's jewelry.  Please mark items 

as "Bingo Prizes" and place them in the Terrace Garden 

Bingo box located on the counter behind the Welcome 

Center.  The residents really look forward to our bingo 

each month and it is rewarding to help them.  We need to 

build up our pool of volunteers to help us because we've 

lost a couple of our volunteers because of deaths and 

moves.  Please contact John Hayes at 572-1052 or 

at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to help or learn more 

about this program.  Thank you for your continued 

support.  

**Campbell’s Soup Labels:  Please just cut the UPC bar 

code and the picture of the “point value boy” from the 

following products:  Campbells - soups, chunky soups, 

Healthy Request, Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, 

Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 beverage caps and Prego 

Spaghetti Sauce.  Thanks for continuing to collect these 

to help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They 

may be placed in the container in the cupboard in the 

Welcome Center.   

_____________________________________________ 

 

Support Group Opportunity 

 
An informal support group for care givers or family of 

loved ones with dementia/significant memory loss meets 

at Ascension, twice monthly. Contact Carol 

Barton-Godec at 719-550-9202 for more information. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bridge Group  
 

Our Bridge Group will meet on Feb. 19 at 5:30 

pm.  Please let John or Kathy Hayes know if you plan to 

play that night.  Feel free to contact them at (719) 572-

1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have any questions 

about this group.  If you'd like to learn how to play bridge, 

Charles Lewis would be happy to give you bridge lessons.

mailto:blazehayes@aol.com
mailto:kittypawz@aol.com
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

March newsletter deadline: Feb. 22 

 Larry Adams (Husband of 

Teresa, CLC Director), Mary Ann Bond, Allen 

Brooks, Brad Buhler, Sonny Campbell, George 

Candea, Andrea Gallant (sister of Gabrielle Brown), 

Elaine Glover, Bev Godec, Stewart Hellem, Pam 

Landry, Wilda Moore, Michael Noble Jr. (friend of the 

Trents), Kim Parker (ALC Quilter), John Plump 

(friend of Kemmlings), Carlos Quiles (friend of Ron 

Mohler),  Cerne Rieves (ALC Quilter), Rick Rogers, 

Jeff Sebben, Cassie Shaffer, Cathy Stanley (sister-in-

law of Marilyn Gulliksen), Carol Thompson, Marilyn 

Thompson, Wanda Wade (friend of Kagarise), Dee 

Yocum, and all of our men and women serving 

overseas, especially Anthony Calderon, Ben Hayes & 

Matt Hayes. 
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