
 
 

 

The Initiative of the Risen Jesus 
 

In this world so much depends 

on our initiative. If we want to 

go somewhere, we need to take 

the initiative to plan our 

transportation, food and 

lodging. If we want a career in 

a certain field or gain a success, 

we will need to take initiative to 

lay out a plan and do the work. 

If we want to make a positive 

difference, it takes our initiative to serve and give. 

  

But our initiative is limited when it comes to our 

believing. We can read the Bible, hang around other 

Christians, and be disciplined at prayer and still not come 

to believe. All those things can help us be open and 

exposed to faith. But finally, we cannot make faith 

happen. This was why Luther wrote, “I cannot by my own 

understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ.” 

 

Jesus Christ will have to come to us. The good news is 

that Jesus still takes initiative in our lives to bring us to 

recognize him as raised to life and with us. It often begins 

with something that gets our attention. The Spirit could 

work through a spiritual thirst for acceptance (e.g. woman 

at the well), a failure in your life (e.g. prodigal son), or a 

broken place in your life (e.g. woman who fell at Jesus’ 

feet). From those attention getting circumstances, Jesus 

would speak a message of gracious love to quench our 

thirst, accept us in our failure and heal our brokenness.  

 

You can see how Jesus takes initiative to bring us to faith 

through his encounter with Mary Magdalene at the tomb. 

She came there in her grief and in seeing the empty tomb 

assumed someone had taken Jesus’ body. She could not 

recognize Jesus standing in front of her until he called her 

by name. His speaking to her awakened her to recognize 

him. In this Easter season we celebrate Jesus as risen and 

with us. And we are grateful that he takes the initiative to 

come to us with gracious love.  

 

Pr. Dan 

 

 
 

Thank You! 
 

Ascension, you are amazing! You never cease to amaze 

us with your generosity and caring for others. The focus 

for this year’s World Hunger Drive was Fish Farms. 

These Fish Farms are being purchased through the ELCA 

Good Gifts program and are $250.00 each. Our goal was 

30. We wound up raising $14,003. That's enough to 

purchase 56! The communities receiving the Fish Farms 

are going to gain a sustainable source of food that will 

help them to stamp out hunger. 

-The Board of Social Outreach 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Summer Services Announcement 
 

Ascension is going to one service for the summer! That's 

right—from Memorial Day Sunday until Labor Day 

Sunday, we will all have the opportunity to worship 

together at one service. This will be a great time to get to 

know people you have never gotten to meet, simply 

because they go to "the other service." So mark your 

calendars and get ready to expand your horizons—from 

May 29 until September 4, we will have one service at 

9:15 am!  

_____________________________________________ 

 

A Thank You from Stewardship 

 
Thank you for those members who have been able to 

increase their contributions to match and even exceed the 

Estimate of Giving for 2022. Sometimes (me especially), 

it takes a couple months to remember to adjust my digital 

giving amounts. The members of Ascension Lutheran 

Church are very generous with sharing their time, talents 

and gifts! Thank you for making a difference! 

-Joe DesJardin, Stewardship Board 
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• Pastor Dan opened the meeting with a focus on the 

hymn, Beneath the Cross of Jesus. He reminded us 

the cross pulls us in, is a strong place and is a 

reminder that nothing can separate us from God’s 

love. 

• From a Finance perspective, offerings are down to 

about 80% of budgeted amounts after adjusting for a 

few one-time, yearly giving amounts. Utilities are 

higher than expected but may be due to KPC’s use of 

the downstairs area while their renovations are 

ongoing. We will continue to monitor. 

• The Council approved a Lay Leadership structural 

change recommendation. The change will be 

presented during adult Sunday School hour during the 

month of May and also at the June Congregation 

Meeting.  

• Ingrid Daniel, Director of the Board of Worship, 

informed the group her Board is considering moving 

to one service during the summer months between 

Memorial Day and Labor Day. The CPC discussed 

impacts of both options (one or two services). We 

expect a decision following the April Board meetings. 

The decision will be publicized so that all will know 

what to expect if we move to one service over the 

summer.  

• Pastor Daniel closed the meeting in prayer. 
________________________________________________ 

 

 

Art & Faith Camp, June 20-24 

 
This summer, 

Ascension will host a 

summer Art & Faith 

Camp June 20-24 from 

1:30pm-5:30pm. The 

camp is open to 

children who have 

completed 

Kindergarten through 

Fifth grade. 

Registration will begin 

in the next few weeks. 

We look forward to engaging children in their faith 

through the gift of the arts. Whether your child enjoys 

painting, singing, dancing or video, there's something for 

everyone!  

_____________________________________________ 
 

It was wonderful to see a full church on Easter 

Sunday. He is risen indeed! 

• Bill Ayen, Project Manager for KPC Respite Center 

renovations, continues to raise money to cover 

additional expenses. We expect the project to be 

completed by the end of the summer.  

• Confirmation Sunday is May 1st – congratulations 

confirmands! 

• Baccalaureate Sunday is May 22nd! We will honor our 

graduates at the 10:30 service. 

• Ascension is hosting an Art and Faith Camp, June 20-

24, from 1:30-5:30 p.m. The goal is to engage 

children in their faith through various gifts of art.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Create a Legacy! 
 

Celebrating a special event? Remembering a special 

person? Memorialize those people and events in your life 

with a gift to Ascension’s Endowment Fund, and create a 

lasting legacy! 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Save the Date –  

Ascension at the Vibes 

Baseball Game 
  
For the past many years, 

Ascension has attended a Sky 

Sox/Vibes baseball game as a 

group. We sing the National 

Anthem at the beginning of the 

game at home plate and then we sit together in the Picnic 

Area down the right field line where we have a nice picnic-

style meal and enjoy each other's company. We've generally 

had about 25 of us at these events. This year, we'll be 

attending the Vibes game on August 7th. We'll have sign-up 

sheets when we get a little closer to the date of the game. If 

you have any questions, you can talk with John Hayes at 

church or you can call him at (719) 572-1052. 

 



KPC Respite Center Update 

 

RENOVATION HAS BEGUN. We have been able to 

identify sufficient funding to contract for the extensive 

renovations needed for KPC to move back across the 

street. Thanks to Ascension’s leadership, LFSRM’s 

leadership, members, and Church Mutual (our insurance 

company) for getting this to the starting line. We are still 

pursuing donations, grants, and sponsorships to purchase 

items not covered in the scope of the insurance (e.g., 

window coverings, washer and dryer, cubbies, 

microwave, dishwasher, various shelving, etc.). Watch 

for announcements regarding a LFSRM community 

campaign to support this project. You can donate directly 

to LFSRM (lfsrm.org). If you specify KPC Kids Place the 

donation will qualify for the Colorado Child Care 

Contribution Tax Credit which returns 50% of the 

donation as a credit against the 2022 Colorado tax due. 

Or, you can donate directly to Ascension – indicate KPC 

Respite Center Project on your check. 

 

Pictures show the basement before and after asbestos 

abatement. If you have additional questions, please 

contact me at ayenbill@gmail.com or (719) 332-5390. 

Bill Ayen, Project Manager. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Stay connected and up-to-date! Check out 

Ascension online: 

• Website: ascensioncos.org 

• Facebook: facebook.com/ascensioncos 

• Instagram: instagram.com/ascensioncos/ 

• YouTube: tinyurl.com/YouTubeALC 

• Prayer Request 

Form: https://forms.gle/iQEWie3LkVtz3cmLA

    

• Zoom 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8673682609 
  

 

Who Wants to Camp? 
 

It’s been a few years since the Ascension Camping group 

has been active and it’s time for a revival. Our group 

caters to all comfort-levels of camping. The Crumps love 

the Fifth Wheel option which allows them to sleep in a 

king-sized bed and have an inside bathroom. Kathy 

Mannerberg, who prefers a little more rustic experience, 

sleeps in a tent and often cooks over an open fire. Then 

there are some, like the Chewakins, who are somewhere 

in the middle. Brad and Cathy usually dry camp (no 

electricity) but also have a beautiful battery operated 

chandelier in their pull-behind camper.       

 

We plan to camp over the Independence Day weekend, 

July 1-4, at the Lost Dutchman Resort in Florissant, 

Colorado. For pictures and amenities, visit the website, 

www.LostDutchmanResort.com. It is about a 45-minute 

drive from the church. The group camping site can 

accommodate up to 50 people, including five electric RV 

sites. There is a gazebo, large grill, nearby 

restroom/shower facility and two dedicated, stocked 

fishing ponds. It is a private resort so fishing license is not 

required. The Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center 

(www.wolfeducation.org) is about a mile away, the 

Florissant Fossil Beds are down the road, and it’s about 4 

miles to Paradox Brewery in Divide.  

 

Please join us in some outdoor fellowship in the beautiful 

front-range mountains. Contact Donna Crump to secure a 

spot or to ask any questions. She can be reached at (719) 

510-7903 or via email at dacrump.dc@gmail.com.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bridge Group  
 

Our Bridge Group will meet on a TBD date in May at 

5:30PM. Please let John or Kathy Hayes know if you plan 

to play that night. Feel free to contact them at (719) 572-

1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have any questions 

about this group. If you'd like to learn how to play bridge, 

Charles Lewis would be happy to give you bridge lessons. 

_____________________________________________ 

 
BECOME INVOLVED… 

**Ruth Circle: All ladies of Ascension are invited to join 

us on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 9:30am in the 

Conference Room, for fellowship and casual Bible Study. 

We are using the book Fierce by Alice Connor. If you are 

new to Ascension, we invite you to join us. Please contact 

Nancy Shatto for any questions at 719-243-8978 or 

Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

**Knotty Kneedlers: The knitting group has closed 

down for now. We will be watching for any interest in the 

future. If you know of anyone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please let one of the Pastors know! 

about:blank
about:blank
http://ascensioncos.org/
http://facebook.com/ascensioncos
https://www.instagram.com/ascensioncos/
http://tinyurl.com/YouTubeALC
https://forms.gle/iQEWie3LkVtz3cmLA
https://forms.gle/iQEWie3LkVtz3cmLA
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8673682609
about:blank
mailto:kittypawz@aol.com


BECOME INVOLVED… (continued) 

 

**Flower Chart – The 2022 Flower Chart is posted in 

the office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for 

you or a family member, or a special occasion. Check 

with the church office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up 

groceries for the pantry when you do your own grocery 

shopping. They can be placed directly in the pantry 

outside the CLC or in the cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

It’s making a difference. 

**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to 

have updates to keep us connected to the person and 

situation. If you have a prayer concern or would like to 

become a member of our Prayer Chain, contact the office, 

634-1694 or office@ascensionlutheranelca.org.   

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday 

from 9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in 

all phases of creation, and if you’d like to help put 

together quilts for a good cause, come and join us. No 

experience necessary, just a good heart willing to learn 

and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care 

– Pantry items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard 

in the Fellowship Hall. Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & 

cheese, oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti 

sauce, tomato products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Our church has been 

supporting bingo at the Terrace Garden Healthcare Center 

for about 35 years. We call three games of bingo from 10:00-

11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month for 

the residents. We normally have about 15 players. We call 

out numbers until every player wins in each game. After they 

win, we help them (if needed) to the prize table where they 

can pick out a prize of their choice. The prizes are all donated 

by members of the Ascension family. We could use some of 

the following prizes: gently used men's clothing (sizes Large 

and higher), women's clothing (large and Plus sizes), sweat 

pants and tops (large sizes), hygiene products (body washes, 

lotions, tooth paste, shampoo, etc), playing cards, some 

small containers of ladies' perfumes, adult coloring 

books/crayons, and lady's jewelry. Please mark items 

as "Bingo Prizes" and place them in the Terrace Garden 

Bingo box located on the counter behind the Welcome 

Center. The residents really look forward to our bingo each 

month and it is rewarding to help them. We need to build up 

our pool of volunteers to help us because we've lost a couple 

of our volunteers because of deaths and moves. Please 

contact John Hayes at 572-1052 or 

at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to help or learn more 

about this program. Thank you for your continued support.  
**Campbell’s Soup Labels: Please just cut the UPC bar 

code and the picture of the “point value boy” from the 

following products: Campbells - soups, chunky soups, 

Healthy Request, Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, 

Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 beverage caps and Prego 

Spaghetti Sauce. Thanks for continuing to collect these to 

help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They 

may be placed in the container in the cupboard in the 

Welcome Center.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Youth News! 
 

GARAGE SALE!! It’s time to start your spring cleaning 

and prepare for the annual youth garage sale! As we 

approach the season of Lent, there have often been 

suggestions of donating items, instead of/or in addition to 

giving up something for Lent. Date is yet to be 

determined, but will be some time in June or July. We are 

hoping to start collecting items at the church after Easter. 

Watch for more information. Contact Kirsten Johnson at 

(719) 440-5896 with questions or if you need help in 

picking up items to bring in. Please NO furniture, large 

items, s, chemicals, blinds, or other items donation sites 

won’t accept. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Update: Summer Youth Service Trip to 

Appalachia, July 17-23 
 

In place of the ELCA National Youth Gathering, the HS 

youth are participating in a Bridging Border's Service trip 

through Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp to Appalachia. 

The youth will be going to Bell County, Kentucky! Thank 

you for your continued prayers and support as the group 

gears up for the week of service July 17-23.  

_____________________________________________ 
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

June newsletter deadline: May 24 

 Mary Ann Bond, Allen 

Brooks, Brad Buhler, Sonny Campbell, George 

Candea, Elaine Glover, Bev Godec, Helen Hedemark, 

Stewart Hellem, Bill Johnson, Bob Kelly, Pam Landry, 

Betty Leiseth (Mother of Judy), Michael Noble Jr. 

(friend of the Trents), John Plump (friend of 

Kemmlings), Carlos Quiles (friend of Ron Mohler), 

Cerne Rieves (ALC Quilter), Rick Rogers, Mary Ann 

Saunders (Mother of Andy), Jeff Sebben, Cassie 

Shaffer, Cathy Stanley (sister-in-law of Marilyn 

Gulliksen), Carol Thompson, Marilyn Thompson 

(Mother of Jon Thompson), Wanda Wade (friend of 

Kagarise), Dee Yocum, and all of our men and women 

serving overseas, especially Anthony Calderon, Matt 

Hayes & Raelyn Kagarise 
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