
 
 

I asked for it …  
 

A few weeks ago I spoke 

briefly before my sermon 

about the Supreme 

Court’s decision to 

remove the constitutional 

right to an abortion. I said 

then, and still believe 

now, that my job in this 

area is to listen more than speak. I especially wanted to 

hear from women, to understand their perspectives.  

 

And I’ve heard from women! Some stories and 

perspective I’ve sought out in articles, podcasts, or stories 

shared online. Other came to me. Including from some of 

you. I feel very privileged to hear from you. My own 

understanding has deepened in the last few weeks. And 

not just about abortion, but also about politics, 

parenthood, sex, and the challenges of being a woman in 

our world. So, allow me to share 3 things I’ve heard: 

 

First, I’m learning how hard it is to be a woman in this 

world. Of course, I’ll never really know, but I’m learning. 

You’ve told me about the pressure you feel as a woman 

to have children, and the pressure to be the perfect mother 

if you do. You’ve told me about the near-constant fear of 

sexual assault and how a post-Roe world heightens those 

fears. You’ve shared the frustration of mostly men 

making decisions about subjects they know little about 

and don’t face themselves. I’m not sharing this to take 

sides in a gender war. Rather, I’m realizing I should be 

pretty careful in declaring opinions on matters that I can 

never truly know the challenge of. 

 

Second, it’s complicated. I said that back before my 

sermon a few weeks ago, but I had no clue. The lines 

separating abortion, miscarriage, and stillbirth are far 

fuzzier than I knew. The life situations for women with 

unwanted pregnancies vary wildly as well, and I don’t 

think it’s my place to judge them. In our post-Roe world, 

crafting ethical abortion restrictions will be very 

challenging given our current partisan climate. Doing so 

without flattening the complexities involved in 

conception, pregnancy, bodily autonomy, and religious  

 

 

freedom seems near impossible. If that’s true, what is the 

ethical move going forward? Not just legally, but also for 

each of us? Which leads me to … 

 

Third, everyone I’ve spoken to, read, or heard values life. 

We may argue about whether or when abortion is the least 

bad option and who gets to make that call, but we can all 

do things to reduce the number of abortions. We can 

provide solid sex education to boys and girls alike, 

support women here and around the world during their 

pregnancies, eliminate the financial barriers to 

parenthood, ensure contraception is readily available, and 

support adoptions agencies like Lutheran Family Services 

(note: we adopted Zora through LFS). As a man, I’m not 

sure I should have the same voice in the ethics of abortion 

as women have. But I can support women and in doing so 

help create a world with fewer abortions. 

 

I’m going to keep listening. I hope you will, too. I’ve been 

deeply impressed by the faith, insight, and struggle of the 

women I’ve heard from, especially those in our 

congregation. If my words have struck a note or a nerve 

with you, reach out. I promise to listen more than speak, 

except to remind you that God’s love for you is unlimited 

and no one gets to tell you otherwise.  

 

God bless, Pastor Daniel 

_____________________________________________ 

 

KPC Respite Center Update 
 

The renovation of the facility is nearing completion. KPC 

is currently closed as the temporary license for 

Ascension’s Lower Level expired at the end of June. 

Watch for Open House celebration notices when the 

Center re-opens. Contact me at ayenbill@gmail.com or 

(719) 332-5390 with any questions. 

 

Bill Ayen, Project Manager 

_____________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO… 

 
** to the family of Dee Yocum at her death. 

_____________________________________________ 
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What’s 

Happening 
 

• The Summer months are always a little slow at 

Ascension, but this Summer seems to be more so than 

the past years because of a desire to make up for the 

last couple of summers lost to Covid.   

• The single service during the summer has really 

helped our congregation connect between those who 

attend the 8:00 service and those who like to sleep in 

a little longer.  

• Pastor Dan is enjoying the remainder of his Sabbatical 

time.   

• Deacon Mary, Kirsten Johnson, and our Youth spent 

time in Kentucky helping families there improve their 

homes. Our Youth Board also had a successful 

Garage Sale to raise funds for Youth activities.   

• We were blessed to receive a sermon from Gabriel 

Brown who was home from seminary for summer 

vacation.   

• Good progress continued to be made with the 

renovation of KPC Kids' Place. We are grateful for 

Bill Ayen's great leadership of this effort.   

• We were saddened by the death of Dee Yocum. She 

and Bill were members so long that my wife Kathy 

remembers going to their house when she was in 

Luther League looking for an old newspaper in a 

Scavenger Hunt. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

June 2022 Financial Report 

 
For the month, offerings (71%) were much less than 

budget. Total revenue finished at $59,751 or 80% of 

budget. Expenses (91%) were less than budget which is a 

one month anomaly. All resulting in a negative $8,283 for 

the month. We are bottom line positive $12,571 for the 

year thanks to your generous contribution of time, talent 

and treasure! We are changing lives in the community. 

– Stewardship Team 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Thank You for Your Prayers 
 

For most of this year, our two nephews have been on the 

Prayer List. One was deployed to a base in Djibouti, 

Africa, for six months and the other to an air base near 

Doha, Qatar. They are both home now. The younger one 

got home about a month before his wife delivered their 

third child. The older one was treated to a nice meal by 

our Treasurer (Jason Moore) while they were both at the 

base in Qatar. Thank you for your prayers.  

John and Kathy Hayes 

 

 

Our new Council met on July 30th for a Training Session 

for the new Team Leaders.  Most of our Team Leaders are 

new to their positions.  Thank you for our leaders and our 

team members for agreeing to take part in leading 

Ascension's ministries.  Here is a list of our Ascension 

Leadership Team: 

 

President:  John Hayes 

Vice-president:  Joe DesJardins 

Treasurer:  Jason Moore 

Secretary:  Chris Koehler 

Church Properties:  Scott Ewen 

Evangelism:  Andy Saunders 

Lay Ministry: Marcia Oltrogge 

Parish Education:  Ellie Urlaub 

Social Outreach:  Sue Trinko 

Stewardship:  Paul Just 

Worship:  Ingrid Daniel 

Youth Ministry: Rotating among Team members 

Endowment:  Julie Burton 

 

John Hayes, CPC President 
________________________________________________ 

 

Create a Legacy!  

 

Celebrating a special event? Remembering a special 

person? Memorialize those people and events in your life 

with a gift to Ascension’s Endowment Fund, and create a 

lasting legacy! 

 

Thanks and God’s Blessings to the following 
donors: 
 

Phyllis Smith 

Phil and Sandy Trent 

Lacey Hillyer 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 



Support Group for Adults Caring  

for Aging Parents 
 

A support group for adults caring for aging parents is 

meeting the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in 

the library at Ascension. The next meeting is August 23. 

 

In addition to in-person, the group will have a zoom link 

available. The group is being led by Pastor and Counselor 

in Training Karen Matuska. For the zoom link, contact 

Terri Moore: 719-719-452-1539. For additional 

information, contact Sue Trinko: 719-648-8336. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

RUTH CIRCLE 

 
Ruth Circle will be meeting August 11, 2022 at 9:30am. 

We are starting a new book, “Just Like Jesus” by Max 

Lucado. We will discuss the first chapter, A Heart Like 

His. All ladies are invited to join us for fellowship and 

casual Bible Study. If you are new Ascension or just 

looking for a casual Bible Study group, we hope you will 

come and join us! Please contact Nancy Shatto for any 

questions, or book information, at 719-243-8978 or 

Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bridge Group  
 

Our Bridge Group will meet on a TBD date in August at 

5:30PM. Please let John or Kathy Hayes know if you plan 

to play that night. Feel free to contact them at (719) 572-

1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have any questions 

about this group. If you'd like to learn how to play bridge, 

Charles Lewis would be happy to give you bridge lessons. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

BECOME INVOLVED… 
**Ruth Circle: All ladies of Ascension are invited to join 

us on the 2nd Thursday of each month (Not June & July) 

at 9:30am in the Conference Room, for fellowship and 

casual Bible Study. If you are new to Ascension, we invite 

you to join us. Please contact Nancy Shatto for any 

questions at 719-243-8978 or Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

**Knotty Kneedlers: The knitting group has closed 

down for now. We will be watching for any interest in the 

future. If you know of anyone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please let one of the Pastors know! Or if you are interested 

in starting up in the Fall, contact Darcy Ayen, 719-351-

0776. 

**Flower Chart – The 2022 Flower Chart is posted in 

the office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for 

you or a family member, or a special occasion. Check 

with the church office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up 

groceries for the pantry when you do your own grocery 

shopping. They can be placed directly in the pantry 

outside the CLC or in the cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

It’s making a difference. 

**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to 

have updates to keep us connected to the person and 

situation. If you have a prayer concern or would like to 

become a member of our Prayer Chain, contact the office, 

634-1694 or office@ascensionlutheranelca.org.   

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday 

from 9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in 

all phases of creation, and if you’d like to help put 

together quilts for a good cause, come and join us. No 

experience necessary, just a good heart willing to learn 

and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care 

– Pantry items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard 

in the Fellowship Hall. Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & 

cheese, oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti 

sauce, tomato products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Our church has been 

supporting bingo at the Terrace Garden Healthcare Center 

for about 35 years. We call three games of bingo from 

10:00-11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the residents. We normally have about 15 players. We 

call out numbers until every player wins in each game. 

After they win, we help them (if needed) to the prize table 

where they can pick out a prize of their choice. The prizes 

are all donated by members of the Ascension family. We 

could use some of the following prizes: gently used men's 

clothing (sizes Large and higher), women's clothing 

(large and Plus sizes), sweat pants and tops (large sizes), 

hygiene products (body washes, lotions, tooth paste, 

shampoo, etc), playing cards, some small containers of 

ladies' perfumes, adult coloring books/crayons, and lady's 

jewelry. Please mark items as "Bingo Prizes" and place 

them in the Terrace Garden Bingo box located on the 

counter behind the Welcome Center. The residents really 

look forward to our bingo each month and it is rewarding 

to help them. We need to build up our pool of volunteers 

to help us because we've lost a couple of our volunteers 

because of deaths and moves. Please contact John Hayes 

at 572-1052 or at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to 

help or learn more about this program. Thank you for 

your continued support. 

 **Campbell’s Soup Labels: Please just cut the UPC bar 

code and the picture of the “point value boy” from the 

following products: Campbells - soups, chunky soups, 

Healthy Request, Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, 

Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 beverage caps and Prego 

Spaghetti Sauce. Thanks for continuing to collect these to 

help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They 

may be placed in the container in the cupboard in the 

Welcome Center.     
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

September newsletter deadline: August 24 

 Doris Ayen (Sister-in-law 

of Bill Ayen), Mary Ann Bond, Allen Brooks, Brad 

Buhler, Sonny Campbell, George Candea, Elaine 

Glover, Bev Godec, Helen Hedemark, Stewart Hellem, 

Bob Kelly, Pam Landry, Betty Leiseth, Sandy Nielsen 

(former member), Michael Noble Jr. (friend of the 

Trents), John Plump (friend of Kemmlings), Sandy 

Nielsen (former member), Carlos Quiles (friend of Ron 

Mohler), Cerne Rieves (ALC Quilter), Rick Rogers, 

Mary Ann Saunders (Mother of Andy), Jeff Sebben, 

Cassie Shaffer (friend of Trents), Cathy Stanley (sister-

in-law of Marilyn Gulliksen), Carol Thompson, 

Marilyn Thompson (Mother of Jon Thompson), 

Wanda Wade (friend of Kagarise), and all of our men 

and women serving overseas, especially Anthony 

Calderon, Matt Hayes & Raelyn Kagarise  
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