
 
 

 

The Cost of Being a Neighbor 

 
A man asked Jesus, “Who is my 

neighbor?” Jesus replied with the 

story of the Good Samaritan. You 

probably know it. (If you don’t, go 

read Luke 15:25-37. It’s a good 

one.) The Good Samaritan is one of our best examples of 

kindness and mercy. But that kindness and mercy came at 

a cost, a cost we often ignore. 

 

Our book/podcast club, Faith Seeking Understanding, is 

reading Matthew Desmond’s “Poverty, By America.” 

We’re only half way through, but the first half of the book 

is pretty sobering. The statistics and stories of the millions 

living in poverty in our country – the wealthiest in history 

– are devastating. As Dickens’ would say: it is the best of 

times, it is the worst of times. 

 

I think the second half of the book will focus on what can 

be done. I hope so! But at the end of the first half, the 

author makes an important claim. We like to believe, and 

politicians will tell us, that we can ease the suffering of 

the poor without there being a cost to middle- and upper-

income Americans. We want to believe they can rise out 

of poverty without us having to give a little, or without 

losing the benefits we get by poorly paying millions of 

our neighbors. Desmond says it well: “These ‘everybody 

wins’ arguments ring false because they are.” 

 

We’re afraid of admitting there is a cost. We want justice, 

mercy, and kindness to be easy and pain-free. We want 

service, volunteering, and generosity to be easy and pain-

free, too. But that just isn’t the way it works. When you 

watch your grandchildren, volunteer for Interfaith 

Hospitality Network, donate to the church or another 

cause, or serve in a leadership role, there is a cost. A cost 

of time, energy, and money. 

 

But maybe that isn’t all bad. Maybe it’s good there is a 

cost. Maybe the cost binds us together as a community a 

bit. Makes our neighbor’s plight a bit of our own. Maybe 

the cost we pay reminds us of the burden others don’t have 

a choice but to carry. 

 

 

 

 

Here at church, we’ll still probably do our best to make 

serving, leading, and giving as simple as we can. Reduce 

the barriers to discipleship. But we can’t eliminate the 

cost, and that’s probably a good thing. 

 

The Good Samaritan paid two days wages for the injured 

stranger to stay in an inn. He also gave of his time, risked 

being attacked, and told the innkeeper to care for the man, 

“and I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Being a 

neighbor cost him. As it should. 

 

God bless, 

Pastor Daniel 

 

P.S. If you’d like to join us in this book discussion, ask 

me! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Congregational Picnic Sunday, August 27 
 

Come to the lower level after the 9:15 am service on 

Sunday, August 27 for Sub Sandwich Sunday.  Lay 

Ministry will provide the fixin’s for sub 

sandwiches.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 

share.  Join in the fun and fellowship at this event 

“sandwiched“ summer and fall.  See you August 27th! 

_____________________________________________ 
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Your Executive Committee and Council did not meet in 

July.  We did review June Financial Report and are 

encouraged by the continued generosity of our 

congregation.  We will focus our August efforts on 

preparing for the upcoming Stewardship Campaign and 

the restart of the Children and Adult Sunday School 

programs.      

_____________________________________________ 

 We continue to enjoy the single church service during the 

summer because we get to reacquaint ourselves with 

those who attend the other church service during the rest 

of the year.  Our attendance numbers remain strong with 

our numbers up about 20% from last summer.  Thank you 

to the Lay Ministry Team as we enjoy the fellowship time 

with coffee and donuts after the 9:15 service each 

Sunday.  As we enjoy the summer and all its activities, 

please be safe. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Men of Ascension: You’re Invited! 

 
Men of Ascension, those of us who gather each Thursday 

at 8 AM for breakfast at Wooglin's Deli & Cafe (4750 

Barnes Road) are amazed.  Those of you who are retired 

and even those who are still working (but with flexible 

hours) must be extremely busy.  There are weekly church 

services, adult Sunday School, and an evening Bible study 

offered for you. Why not take time to socialize with other 

men from Ascension to get to know each other on a more 

personal basis?  If you need a "kitchen pass" from your 

wife to attend, assure her that she will enjoy about 2 hours 

of "personal time" while you are away.  Details, or other 

ideas for times or locations, text Rich Johnson at 719-360-

3411, or email me at rich64johnson@gmail.com.  Bon 

Appetit! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Join the Choir this Season 

 
We appreciate the dedication of all those who share their 

talents with us each week and those who participate with 

us occasionally.  We are expanding the opportunities in 

the coming season. 

 

So, Cantata Choir is just not for cantatas anymore! With 

the success of our two big choir presentations last season 

we are offering up not only two cantata opportunities this 

coming season but a few extra events for the ‘big’ choir 

to sing. 

 

We would like to invite all singers to a kick-off potluck 

on Thursday, Sep 7, 2023 at 6:00 pm.  We will have a 

rehearsal after we share dinner and prepare a great piece 

for Sunday, September 10 for Rally Day.  The selection is 

an arrangement of ‘Amazing Grace’ by Joel Raney. 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPPnI0k34cA&pp=

ygUrYW1hemluZyBncmFjZSBteSBjaGFpbnMgYXJlIG

dvbmUgam9lbCByYW5leQ%3D%3D) We will send out 

learning tracks for you to practice. 

 

We will again gather the ‘big’ choir for Reformation 

Sunday on Oct 29, 2023 with brass performers. One 

rehearsal the prior Thursday.  We will send out learning 

tracks for you to practice. 

 

The Christmas Cantata is ‘The Winter Rose’ by Joseph 

M. Martin on Dec 16, 2023 with rehearsals beginning in 

early November.  

 

In Holy Week we are planning to present ‘The Seven Last 

Words of Christ’ by Theodore Dubois on Passion Sunday, 

March 24, 2024 with rehearsals beginning in February 

2024. 

 

In addition, we hope we can gather a good size choir for 

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024. 

 

Please contact Scott or Megan with any questions or 

thoughts.  If you would like to be on the email list please 

get that information to us.  We look forward to a full choir 

loft for 23-24. 

 

Blessings, Scott and Megan 

CHURCH COUNCIL/ 

EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 
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Fellowship Groups Coming in September 

 
Look for sign-ups after services in early August for a 

church-wide small group opportunity.  We will share faith 

and fellowship at the Community Hour between services 

on Sunday, September 10.  Then we will gather with 

small group hosts in their homes twice in September and 

October for time to share scripture and build 

relationships.  Watch for announcements with more 

information on the chance for joyful connections with 

others at Ascension.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

Small 

Group 

Highlight 
 

RUTH CIRCLE 

 
Ruth Circle is a casual women’s Bible study group that 

meets the second Thursday of the month August through 

May and not meeting in June and July. We are using the 

book, “Just Like Jesus” by Max Lucado. If you are new 

Ascension or just looking for a casual Bible Study group, 

we hope you will come and join us! Please contact Nancy 

Shatto for any questions, or book information, at 719-243-

8978 or Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bridge Group  

 
Our Bridge Group will meet on August 12th at 

5:30PM.  Please let John or Kathy Hayes know if you 

plan to play that night.  Feel free to contact them at (719) 

572-1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have any 

questions about this group.  If you'd like to learn how to 

play bridge, Charles Lewis would be happy to give you 

bridge lessons. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 BECOME INVOLVED… 
 
**Ruth Circle:  All ladies of Ascension are invited to join us 

on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 

Hall, for fellowship and casual Bible Study. If you are new to 

Ascension, we invite you to join us. Please contact Nancy 

Shatto for any questions at 719-243-8978 or 

Njshatto@yahoo.com. 

**Knotty Kneedlers: The knitting group has closed down for 

now. We will be watching for any interest in the future. If you 

know of anyone in need of a prayer shawl, please let one of the 

Pastors know! Or if you are interested in starting up this Fall, 

contact Darcy Ayen, 719-351-0776, or dkdayen@gmail.com. 

**Flower Chart – The 2023 Flower Chart is posted in the 

office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for you or a 

family member, or a special occasion. Check with the church 

office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up groceries 

for the pantry when you do your own grocery shopping. They 

can be placed directly in the pantry outside the CLC or in the 

cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. It’s making a difference. 

**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to have 

updates to keep us connected to the person and situation.  If you 

have a prayer concern or would like to become a member of our 

Prayer Chain, contact the office, 634-1694 or 

office@ascensioncos.org. 

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday from 

9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in all phases 

of creation, and if you’d like to help put together quilts for a 

good cause, come and join us. No experience necessary, just a 

good heart willing to learn and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care – Pantry 

items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & cheese, 

oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti sauce, tomato 

products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Our church has been supporting 

bingo at the Terrace Gardens Healthcare Center for about 35 

years.  Herb Bagenstos started this out-reach program and then 

Bev Godec took it over from him.  John Hayes took it over from 

Bev in 2015.  This program is supported by a small group of 

four hardy volunteers.  We call three games of bingo from 

10:00-11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month for 

the residents.  We normally have about 15 players.  We call 

out numbers until every player wins in each game.  After they 

win, we help them (if needed) to the prize table where they can 

pick out a prize of their choice.  The prizes are all donated by 

members of the Ascension family.  WE ARE ABOUT OUT OF 

PRIZES FOR THE RESIDENTS.  Prizes include gently used 

men and women's clothing (mostly sizes Large and higher for 

men and large and Plus sizes for women), sweatpants and tops 

(large sizes), baseball caps, hygiene products (body washes, 

lotions, toothpaste, shampoo, etc), playing cards, some small 

containers of ladies' perfumes, adult coloring books/crayons, 

and costume jewelry.  If you would like to contribute gifts, 

please mark items as "Bingo Prizes" and place them in the 

Terrace Garden Bingo box located in the cupboard behind the 

Welcome Center.  The residents really look forward to our 

bingo each month and it is rewarding to help them.  We also 

need to build up our pool of volunteers to help us because 

we've lost a couple of our volunteers because of deaths and 

moves.  Please contact John Hayes at 572-1052 or 

at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to help or learn more about 

this program.  Thank you for your continued support.  

**Campbell’s Soup Labels:  Please just cut the UPC bar code 

and the picture of the “point value boy” from the following 

products:  Campbells - soups, chunky soups, Healthy Request, 

Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 

beverage caps and Prego Spaghetti Sauce.  Thanks for 

continuing to collect these to help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They may 

be placed in the container in the cupboard in the Welcome 

Center.   

_____________________________________________ 
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director/ Organist – Scott Christiansen 

Choir Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

s.christiansen@ascensioncos.org (Scott Christiansen) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

September newsletter deadline: Aug. 24 

 Mary Ann Bond, Allen 

Brooks (Foster son of  Darcy & Tom Johnson), Brad 

Buhler, Michael Foret, Jen Gabrius (friend of Elisa 

Thompson), Elaine Glover, Eileen Hedstrom, Stewart 

Hellem, Eric Howe, Cheri Hughes, Bob Kelly, Don 

Knight (friend of John Hayes), Pam Landry, Carol 

Passon, Cerne Rieves (ALC Quilter), Rick Rogers, 

Fran Schumacher (friend of Ron Mohler), Jeff Sebben, 

Cassie Shaffer (friend of Trents), Merrill Sorenson 

(Uncle of Deb Asiano), Cathy Stanley (sister-in-law of 

Marilyn Gulliksen), Bruce Thompson (Brother of 

Sandy Trent), Carol Thompson, Marilyn Thompson 

(Mother of Jon Thompson), and all of our men and 

women serving overseas, especially Anthony 

Calderon. 
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