
 
 

 

Yes you can! 

 
“You just wouldn’t want me in 

the choir.” It’s a good joke. 

I’m here to ruin it. Sorry. 

 

Many of us have said it. A 

self-deprecating joke that is 

funny because most can relate. 

The idea of the congregation listening to me of all people 

sing. It’s crazy! Me too! we all think. And so we laugh. 

It’s a good joke. One I’ve heard, and probably said, 

dozens of times. 

 

But here’s the thing: you can sing. Also, I hope you do. 

 

There is a place in worship for receiving and a place for 

responding. We receive when we hear the promises and 

callings of God. We receive when we hear forgiveness or 

listen to a sermon. We receive at the table when bread and 

wine accompany those words “for you,” and when the 

meaning of God’s word comes to us in music. Receiving 

is a big part of worship. 

 

But there is also a place for responding. We respond in 

prayer. We respond in proclaiming our faith and sharing 

the peace. And we respond in song. Beyond worship, we 

respond to God’s promises and callings by loving those 

close to us, serving those in need, and giving to charity. 

In some ways, the whole life of faith is a response to the 

promises and callings of God. 

 

The great thing about singing is that it’s both. When 

someone or a choir sings for the congregation, we get to 

receive promise and calling. But then, when the choir or 

a cantor sings the liturgy or a hymn, they lead us in song, 

lead us in responding to God. 

 

And here’s the even better thing about singing: you can 

do it. The cool thing about singing as a group is anyone 

can. You hear the person next to you sing and you find the 

note and sing better. The little bit flat notes often cancel 

out the sharp ones. Music is made by the whole, not just 

by you the individual. 

 

 

 

But more to the point: it doesn’t have to be perfect. Sure, 

a piece of music that’s well-rehearsed and done by 

someone gifted is great. It helps us to hear and experience 

God’s promises. We’re fortunate to have gifted musicians 

in our congregation. But I can also hear God’s word when 

the whole congregation sings, and we aren’t all pros! No, 

it isn’t the perfection but the intention, the meaning, and 

the truth in our song that makes it a vehicle for receiving 

and responding. 

 

Choir might not be for you. You might not enjoy it or it 

doesn’t fit in your schedule. That’s fine, but don’t blame 

us. We do want you in choir. And beyond choir, we want 

to hear your song. We want your song to join our song. 

We want to receive and respond together. Let’s sing. 

 

Pastor Daniel 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! - 

Psalm 100 

_____________________________________________ 

All are invited to join us on Sunday, November 12th 

for the Annual Spaghetti Supper, Variety show and 

Raffle.  This evening is a great way to get to know the 

community of Ascension while supporting the 

youth.  Tickets go on sale between services on Sunday, 

October 15th.  Vegetarian and gluten free meals 

available upon request when buying tickets.  Doors will 

open at 4:30 for the raffle, with dinner served at 5:00 and 

variety show at 6:15pm. We are now also accepting 

donations for the raffle.  Theme baskets, gift cards, 

unique crafts and more are greatly appreciated!  If you 

have a talent you would like to share, contact Deacon 

Mary and let her know!  Questions?  Contact Deacon 

Mary or Kirsten Johnson Guaranteed to be a fun 

evening!  
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At our October Executive Committee meeting, we 

reviewed our September financials and we continue to be 

in good fiscal shape as a church. We also reviewed the 

latest updates on our 2024 budget. Then at the Council 

meeting, each Team briefed the significant changes in 

their 2024 budget submissions. Estimates of Giving are 

continuing to come in and I continue to be amazed and 

thankful for the tremendous generosity of our 

congregants. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

I always get excited to attend baptisms and I'm always 

curious to see how the newly baptized react to the 

ceremony and getting sprinkled. The one I attended in 

October had a first for me - the event had to be delayed 

for about a 5-minute delay to change a diaper. I guess our 

newest member was pretty excited too. It was also good 

to see Julie Britsch as she sprinkled the holy water. We 

have lots of planning and practicing going on for 

upcoming events such as the Trunk or Treat event at 

Audobon Elementary, the Youth Spaghetti Supper and 

Talent Show, the Christmas Cantata, and our Kristkindl 

Fest. In early November we get to recognize Pastor Dan 

Holt for serving 25 years at Ascension. Please continue 

to be safe and know that we are blessed with the Grace 

of God. 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Team Updates 

 
HR Committee: The HR Committee recommended wage 

increases for rostered and regular staff. 

 

Lay Ministry (Marcia Oltrogge): 

Lay Ministry is having a busy fall:  

• Small Groups -Home Edition continuing to meet this 

month.  

• Celebration for Pastor Daniel’s 25th anniversary at 

Ascension planned for November 12.  

• Endowment grant approved to continue Movement 

Ministry with Laura Rinne through May and expand to 

two days a week.  

• FFMA will be honoring retirees October 22.  

• Christkindl Fest 2023 funding and planning underway.  

 

Social Outreach (Sue Trinko): 

• Social Outreach had a table at the Mosaic Partners in 

Possibilities Fundraising breakfast Oct. 10 

• The Social Outreach team and Judy Leiseth have 

completed our recommendations for the distribution of 

ERC funds and have submitted those to the Council for 

an October vote. 

 

Stewardship (Paul Just): Stewardship has been running 

the stewardship campaign. We’ve organized the mailing 

of the introduction and ask letters, the estimate of giving 

cards, the return process, and will be sending reminder 

postcards shortly to those who have not yet returned their 

EOGs. Following the end of the campaign process, we 

will be tabulating and reporting the results to the council 

for its early November meeting. 

 

Worship (Ingrid Daniel): Worship team is working on 

the budget, particularly around the cantatas. 

 

Youth Ministry:  

• Youth are getting ready for the annual spaghetti supper, 

variety show and raffle, happening November 12. 

• Six youth are enjoying learning guitar from 

professional educator, Isaiah Gripp, this fall and 

looking forward to being a part of worship late 

November and early December. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Pastor Dan’s 25th Anniversary 

 

We are excited to celebrate 

25 years of faithful 

ministry with Pastor Dan at 

Ascension. Please join in 

the celebration in the 

fellowship area between 

services on Sunday, 

November 12, to thank 

Pastor Dan for his spiritual 

guidance, congregational 

leadership, and his 

friendship. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL/ 

EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 
 



Christmas Gift Tag Time! 

 
It’s hard to believe, but it’s already time 

to start thinking about Christmas! We are 

excited to participate in the Christmas 

Gift Program for One Nation Walking Together again this 

year. We have tags for 60 children who live on 

reservations. To participate, you can either take a tag off 

of the tree in the Narthex or sign up online 

at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E48A5A62A

A5FA7-45464367-christmas. If you take a tag off of the 

tree, please sign the sheet next to the tree. The gifts need 

to be delivered to the church (with the tag and unwrapped) 

by Sunday, December 10th. You can find out more about 

One Nation, and the children they serve if you check out 

the online signup link. Please contact Aimee Calderon 

with any questions (aimeebuesing@yahoo.com). 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Youth Guitar Lessons 
 

Thank you Ascension for lending out your guitars for 

youth to engage in group guitar lessons this fall! We're 

grateful to Music Teacher and Professional, Isaiah Grip 

for his leadership in teaching classes. Isaiah teaches at 

Music and Arts here in the Springs for several years. He 

looks forward to meeting the group and developing a 

personalized lesson plan catered to the students 

aspirations. The group will share music during the 

November 26 and December 10 worship services! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Blessing of the Keys 

 
All youth who have recently received or will receive their 

driver's license are invited to a special milestone blessing 

on November 26 at the 10:30am worship service. 

Milestones are places in life we are afforded the 

opportunity to acknowledge God's presence in those 

special places in life. 

 

Rainbow Trail High School Retreat 

 
Youth are invited to attend this year's High School Retreat 

at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp, November 17–19. To 

sign–up contact Deacon Mary at 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org or call/text at (303) 475–

4886. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Rainbow Trail Early Registration 

 
"Created To Be" Registration for the 2024 summer opens 

at 12:01 AM on November 1st! Go to our website and 

click on the quick link "Register Now" and sign up your 

campers for an unforgettable week. Rumor on the street is 

that early registration will be vigorous this year. Don't 

wait to register! Weeks do fill up fast, so make sure to set 

a reminder for November 1st!  

  

There are scholarships available for RTLC, please contact 

Ron Cornell at 719-528-5142 for more information! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Christkindl Fest  

 
We welcome you and your friends and loved ones to this 

year's Christkindl Fest, Saturday December 9, 3:30pm–

6:30pm. RSVP at ascesnioncos.org/fest And if you'd like 

to help out too or serve for a shift at the event, sign–up 

at https://forms.gle/PcGEuBqcDSGgD9xn6 This is an 

opportunity for our community to express generosity 

through serving our local community, sharing God's love 

through our hospitality and actions. All are welcome! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Become a Knight of the (Scripture) Roundtable 

 
On Tuesdays at 

10:30 the pastors 

lead a discussion on 

the upcoming 

Sunday's scripture 

passage.  The hour is half learning, half sharing, and all 

engaging!  Plus, you might get to influence the 

sermon!  All are welcome. 

_____________________________________________ 
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Join the Choir this Season 
 

You are invited to sing in our regular Chancel Choir and 

in our occasional Cantata Choir, which is not just for 

cantatas anymore! With the success of our two big choir 

presentations last season we are offering up a few extra 

events for the ‘big’ choir to sing. 

 

Mark your calendars for some other 'big' choir 

opportunities in the coming choir season: 

· Christmas Cantata is ‘The Winter Rose’ by Joseph M. 

Martin on Sunday, December 17, 2023 with rehearsals 

beginning in early November.  

· In Holy Week we are planning to present ‘The Seven 

Last Words of Christ’ by Theodore Dubois on 

Passion Sunday, March 24, 2024 with rehearsals 

beginning in February 2024. 

· In addition, we hope we can gather a good size choir 

for Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024. 

 

Practices are Thursdays at 7:15pm.  Contact Scott or 

Megan with questions.  We look forward to a full choir 

loft for 23-24. 

 

Blessings, Scott and Megan 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Final Ruth Circle 

 
After much prayerful discussion, consultation, and heavy 

heart, the decision has been made that it is best to suspend 

Ruth Circle for the unforeseeable future. It has been a 

privilege and honor to be a part of this group of ladies over 

the last several years. There is a possibility that Ruth 

Circle could restart in the future. Nancy Shatto, 719-243-

8978, njshatto@yahoo.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Grounds Upkeep 

 
Grounds Group: Help us keep the outside looking 

beautiful. We meet 9:00am on the third Saturday of the 

month. Please join us, if possible, to help keep the 

landscape tidy.  

 

 

Nursery Available  

 
We encourage children to participate in worship on 

Sundays, including at the communion table. We also 

realize some families might prefer for their child to spend 

some of worship in the nursery. Our nursery is located 

downstairs and is staffed during every worship service. 

You can bring your child down for some or all of the 

worship service. An usher can assist you in finding the 

nursery. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

We still need a few more ushers!  
 

Are you friendly and faithful person between the ages of 

13 and 113? You can usher! The time commitment: 9 

Sunday's (Sept - May) for the 10:30 service. If you can't 

commit to 9 Sundays, we are also seeking help for both 

services on the three Sundays where there are five weeks 

in the month: Oct 29, Dec 31, and March 31. This would 

be a very minimal time commitment. 

 

Worried about vacations or unexpected events? Don't be! 

The usher team will find you a substitute if needed.  

Worried you're inexperienced? Don't be! We will train 

and you'll work with an experienced usher.  

This is a great way to get involved and meet people. 

Questions: Call Rob Koehler (719) 963-5748 or 

email:cmkoehle@gmail.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Donuts!  

 
Join us each Sunday for donuts or other treats in the 

fellowship hall after worship! And if you'd like to help 

bring donuts to church, it's really easy. It’s a quick stop at 

King Soopers where they bring the donuts to you. Please 

consider giving it a try by clicking the link in the What’s 

Up email or contacting Marcia Oltrogge 

(marcia@oltrogges.com 719-640-

6577). https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AAAA

F23A3FE3-fellowship 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Join the Quilters! 

 
If you are interested in joining the 

Quilters on Wednesday morning, 

feel free to stop by or contact Anita 

at 719-651-3470 or Barb at 719-

264-1630. 

_____________________________________________ 
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Bridge Group  

 
Our Bridge Group will meet on November 18th at 

5:30PM. Please let John or Kathy Hayes know if you plan 

to play that night. Feel free to contact them at (719) 572-

1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have any questions 

about this group. If you'd like to learn how to play bridge, 

Charles Lewis would be happy to give you bridge lessons. 

_____________________________________________ 

 
**Prayer Shawl: If you know of anyone in need of a 

prayer shawl, contact one of the Pastors or Darcy Ayen, 

719-351-0776, or dkdayen@gmail.com. 

**Flower Chart – The 2023 Flower Chart is posted in 

the office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for 

you or a family member, or a special occasion. Check 

with the church office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up 

groceries for the pantry when you do your own grocery 

shopping. They can be placed directly in the pantry 

outside the CLC or in the cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

It’s making a difference. 

**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to 

have updates to keep us connected to the person and 

situation. If you have a prayer concern or would like to 

become a member of our Prayer Chain, contact the office, 

634-1694 or office@ascensioncos.org. 

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday 

from 9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in 

all phases of creation, and if you’d like to help put 

together quilts for a good cause, come and join us. No 

experience necessary, just a good heart willing to learn 

and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care – 

Pantry items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard 

in the Fellowship Hall. Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & 

cheese, oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti 

sauce, tomato products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Our church has been 

supporting bingo at the Terrace Gardens Healthcare 

Center for about 35 years. Herb Bagenstos started this 

out-reach program and then Bev Godec took it over from 

him. John Hayes took it over from Bev in 2015. This 

program is supported by a small group of four hardy 

volunteers. We call three games of bingo from 10:00-

11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month for 

the residents. We normally have about 15 players. We call 

out numbers until every player wins in each game. After 

they win, we help them (if needed) to the prize table 

where they can pick out a prize of their choice. The prizes 

are all donated by members of the Ascension family. WE 

ARE ABOUT OUT OF PRIZES FOR THE 

RESIDENTS. Prizes include gently used men and 

women's clothing (mostly sizes Large and higher for men 

and large and Plus sizes for women), sweatpants and tops 

(large sizes), baseball caps, hygiene products (body 

washes, lotions, toothpaste, shampoo, etc), playing cards, 

some small containers of ladies' perfumes, adult coloring 

books/crayons, and costume jewelry. If you would like to 

contribute gifts, please mark items as "Bingo Prizes" and 

place them in the Terrace Garden Bingo box located in 

the cupboard behind the Welcome Center. The residents 

really look forward to our bingo each month and it is 

rewarding to help them. We also need to build up our 

pool of volunteers to help us because we've lost a couple 

of our volunteers because of deaths and moves. Please 

contact John Hayes at 572-1052 or 

at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to help or learn more 

about this program. Thank you for your continued 

support.  

**Campbell’s Soup Labels: Please just cut the UPC bar 

code and the picture of the “point value boy” from the 

following products: Campbells - soups, chunky soups, 

Healthy Request, Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, 

Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 beverage caps and Prego 

Spaghetti Sauce. Thanks for continuing to collect these to 

help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They 

may be placed in the container in the cupboard in the 

Welcome Center.    

_____________________________________________ 

 

To stay connected and up-to-date check out Ascension 

online: 

• Website: ascensioncos.org 

• Facebook: facebook.com/ascensioncos 

• Instagram: instagram.com/ascensioncos/ 

• Online 

Directory: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.co

m/ 

• YouTube: tinyurl.com/YouTubeALC 

• Prayer Request 

Form: https://forms.gle/iQEWie3LkVtz3cmLA     

• Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8673682609 

• Download Ascension’s mobile app, ALC Mobile, to 

your iPhone or Android. 
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director/ Organist – Scott Christiansen 

Choir Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

s.christiansen@ascensioncos.org (Scott Christiansen) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

December newsletter deadline: Nov. 24 

 Melvin Allen, Mary Ann 

Bond, Allen Brooks (Foster son of Darcy & Tom 

Johnson), Brad Buhler, Ferne Dillow, Michael Foret, 

Elaine Glover, Eileen Hedstrom, Stewart Hellem, Eric 

Howe, Cheri Hughes, Don Knight (friend of John 

Hayes), Pam Landry, Carol Passon, Cerne Rieves 

(ALC Quilter), Rick Rogers, Fran Schumacher (friend 

of Ron Mohler), Jeff Sebben, Cassie Shaffer (friend of 

Trents), Cathy Stanley (sister-in-law of Marilyn 

Gulliksen), Bruce Thompson (Brother of Sandy Trent), 

Carol Thompson, Bob Vanlandingham, and all of our 

men and women serving overseas, especially Anthony 

Calderon. 
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