
25 Year Partnership 

As many of you know, I just 

celebrated being pastor here at 

Ascension for 25 years. That 

is a long tenure in the pastor 

world. Positive long tenures 

depend on the good fit for the 

pastor and congregation. What 

makes for a good fit is the pastor and congregation being 

able to walk alongside each other as they follow God’s 

call. I think we have done just that.  

Our slogan of being “a community of grace called to 

serve” has helped us walk together. We come together to 

receive grace at the Baptismal Font, Lord’s Table and 

through the Word. From that grace, we follow our calls to 

serve. Our call to serve has often focused on hunger and 

wellbeing for children and families. You can see this in 

our support for KPC Respite Center (LFS), our Children’s 

Learning Center, Habitat for Humanity, ELCA World 

Hunger, Mercy’s Gate, Rainbow Trail, and others.  

Our community life is marked by partnering. Partnering 

is walking alongside each other. Partnering is like 

standing on two legs. Standing on two legs requires 

ongoing adjustment and balancing. It takes love, patience, 

listening and a checking of egos. It is not about getting my 

way but our living into God’s way. Partnering is key for 

Ascension’s flat organizational structure. Our structure’s 

weakness is that we tend to move slow as we check in and 

build consensus. Its strength comes from how it honors 

and respects our voices and creates a high level of buy-in. 

We partner as staff with each other, as staff with the lay 

leadership, the leadership with the congregation and the 

congregation with outside organizations. I have heard 

time and again how those outside organizations so 

appreciate us not just because we are generous but 

because we do things like ask them how we can help and 

work with them. A recent example of this kind of 

partnering is our donation to Care and Share. They 

struggle to keep up with their building because most 

donors target giving for food. We asked them what they 

most needed. They answered that they were in great need 

of a security system. We gave them $10k to buy one.  

It has been a privilege and joy for me to be partnering with 

you for 25 years in being “a community of grace, called 

to serve.”  

Pr. Dan 

_____________________________________________ 

Blessed to be a Blessing 

Blessed to be a blessing is a core biblical principle. It 

comes Genesis 12 where God is making promises to 

Abraham. Our giving thanks wells up from the reality of 

our being blessed. We have been blessed with breath, 

food, education, abilities, opportunities and if you are 

reading this - a prosperity above 90% of others in the 

world. Over Thanksgiving, we had a chance to be thankful 

for that. Even the fact that we work hard, we likely picked 

up from parents, mentors and teachers. We are gracious 

blessed by the unconditional love of God for us.  

From our undeserved blessings, we are going to bless 

others. This upcoming season of Advent into Christmas 

gives us opportunities to live into that. From being 

generous to good causes to gifts to those with love, we 

can be a blessing to others.  

_____________________________________________ 

Rainbow Trail All-Ages Retreat in January 

We have the opportunity to enjoy the beauty of Rainbow 

Trail in the winter for an all-ages retreat January 19-21. 

Spend Friday and Saturday nights at camp in heated 

cabins, take a hike, go skiing, relax, sing camp songs 

around a fire, and eat tasty food prepared for you. This is 

a good way to renew your connection to Rainbow Trail 

Lutheran Camp or get to know it for the first time. Please 

watch for further details and mark your calendar for Jan 

19-21. To sign–up contact Deacon Mary at

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org or call/text at (303) 475–

4886. 
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At our November Executive Committee and Council 

meetings, we reviewed our October financials and we 

continue to be in good fiscal shape as a church. We then 

finalized the 2024 budget. It was the first time that any of 

us could remember where we didn't need to cut any 

budget inputs from our Ministerial Teams. We also 

decided that there appears to be enough of a budget 

surplus in 2023 that we could recommend providing a 

$12,000 pay bump to be allocated to the Rostered (Pastors 

and Deacon Mary) and the Non-rostered staff (Ruth, 

Arlayne, Scott, and Megan). We then discussed why our 

church attendance is down. Our membership numbers are 

good, and our finances are good, but our church 

attendance is declining. After the holidays, we will stand 

up a team to look at our Worship needs to look at options 

such as going back to a single service like we did during 

the summer, have a second service on a weeknight vs two 

on Sunday mornings. We had a good Adult Sunday 

School session between services on November 19th 

where we presented the proposed 2024 budget and 

answered questions from our members. We will formally 

present the 2024 budget and proposed pay bump to our 

Congregation for approval between Services on 

December 3rd.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

The Spaghetti Supper and Talent show was a huge success 

and $2,100 was raised for Youth Activities. The 25th 

Anniversary celebration for Pastor Dan's service at 

Ascension also went well. We have lots of planning and 

practicing going on for upcoming events such as the 

Christmas Cantata and our Kristkindl Fest. We have 

noticed that COVID is making a comeback, so please be 

careful. Please continue to be safe and know that we are 

blessed with the Grace of God. 

 

 

Christmas Gifting to One Nation 

Walking Together 

 
Ascension, you've done it again! The 

Board of Social Outreach picked up 60 

gift tags from One Nation Walking Together for children 

who live on reservations and might not otherwise receive 

a gift. What did you say to that? GET MORE, PLEASE! 

By the time this newsletter goes out, all 76 tags will most 

likely be taken. Thank you! If you took a tag off of the 

tree, and haven't yet brought back the gift, please make 

sure to deliver the gifts to the church (with the tag and 

unwrapped) by Sunday, December 10th. Please contact 

Aimee Calderon with any questions 

(aimeebuesing@yahoo.com). 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Christkindl Fest  

 
We welcome you 

and your friends and 

loved ones to this 

year's Christkindl 

Fest, Saturday 

December 9, 

3:30pm–6:30pm. RSVP at ascesnioncos.org/fest And if 

you'd like to help out too or serve for a shift at the event, 

sign–up at https://forms.gle/PcGEuBqcDSGgD9xn6 This 

is an opportunity for our community to express generosity 

through serving our local community, sharing God's love 

through our hospitality and actions. All are welcome! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Movement Ministry | Monday & Wednesdays  
 

Professional Trainer Laura Rinne is leading 

Movement Ministry classes at Ascension, open to all. 

Classes are held in the lower level, Mondays 10am–11am 

and Wednesdays 12:00-1:00pm. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to reach out to Coach Laura 

at laura.h.rinne@gmail.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO… 
 

**Kathy & John Hayes at the death of her sister, Carol 

Grauberger. 

**Ilene Howe and family at the death of her son, Eric 

Howe. 

**Tony Trinko and family at the death of his sister. 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL/ 

EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE 
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What a Blessing! 

 
Ascension is such an amazing and generous congregation. 

Social Outreach was tasked with giving away a good 

portion of the money Ascension received from the 

government Employee Retention Credit program. We’re 

happy to share how we’ve spent $75,000  far. The 

responses from the groups we supported has been 

heartfelt and so very appreciated. Look for a display of 

thank you notes, periodic updates, and perhaps a visit 

from some of our grateful recipients. Another $25,0so00 

is scheduled to be given away in the new year. 

 

Lutheran Family Services: A $10,000 donation has been 

given to landscape the Sibling House for refugees here in 

Colorado Springs.  

Care and Share: A $10,000 donation will update the 

security cameras that make both the facility and its staff 

safer.  

Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp: A $10,000 donation is 

funding much-needed upgrades to their water system. 

Audubon Elementary School: $5,000 will purchase 

more heavy-duty outdoor tables. 

Habitat for Humanity: $5,000 will fund TWO 

Ascension Build Days, the first of which will likely take 

place in the spring. 

Family Promise: $5,000 has been contributed toward the 

Family Day Center remodel. 

Mosaic: $6,000 has been given to help start their 

Occupational Therapy program for people with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey: $7,000 has been sent to 

this El Paso, TX, Lutheran Church to directly help their 

refugee services. 

The Place: $6,000 will provide food for homeless youth 

and young adults in Colorado Springs.  

One Nation Walking Together: $6,000 was given for 

their Emergency Service Program, providing funding to 

Native American families in crisis. 

Springs Rescue Mission: $5,000 will help fund their 

Relief Center for chronically homeless people. 

__________________________________________ 

 

Grounds Upkeep 

 
Grounds Group: Help us keep the outside looking 

beautiful. We meet 9:00am on the third Saturday of the 

month. Please join us, if possible, to help keep the 

landscape tidy.  

_____________________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

 
Thank you Ascension for your support in this year's 

Spaghetti Supper, Variety Show and Raffle! With your 

help we raised over $2,100 to support our youth.  We 

appreciate all those individuals and boards that donated 

items for the raffle.  We thank you for donations and 

joining us for dinner and the variety show!  Thank you 

also to the youth and families and the youth team 

members for their work and coordination in the 

festivities! ~Sincerely, the Youth Team 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Join the Choir this Season 
 

You are invited to sing in our regular Chancel Choir and 

in our occasional Cantata Choir, which is not just for 

cantatas anymore! With the success of our two big choir 

presentations last season we are offering up a few extra 

events for the ‘big’ choir to sing. 

 

Mark your calendars for some other 'big' choir 

opportunities in the coming choir season: 

· Christmas Cantata is ‘The Winter Rose’ by Joseph M. 

Martin on Sunday, December 17, 2023 with rehearsals 

beginning in early November.  

· In Holy Week we are planning to present ‘The Seven 

Last Words of Christ’ by Theodore Dubois on 

Passion Sunday, March 24, 2024 with rehearsals 

beginning in February 2024. 

· In addition, we hope we can gather a good size choir 

for Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024. 

 

Practices are Thursdays at 7:15pm. Contact Scott or 

Megan with questions. We look forward to a full choir loft 

for 23-24. 

 

Blessings, Scott and Megan 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Nursery Available  

 
We encourage children to participate in worship on 

Sundays, including at the communion table. We also 

realize some families might prefer for their child to spend 

some of worship in the nursery. Our nursery is located 

downstairs and is staffed during every worship service. 

You can bring your child down for some or all of the 

worship service. An usher can assist you in finding the 

nursery. 

_____________________________________________ 

 



Looking for Media Ministry Team Members 

 
Media Ministry Team members stream our worship 

services for those who are unable to attend in 

person.  What to join the team?  Contact Deacon Mary. 

_____________________________________________  

 

Where is Everybody?  

 
Your Church leadership is concerned with declining in-

person attendance at our Services. Our membership 

numbers remain strong as do our financials, but we're not 

seeing as many people attending our Services. I'm a firm 

believer that we get more out of our Services if we attend 

them in person. For me personally, I look forward to 

coming to church each Sunday because I get to see my 

friends and see how they're doing. It feels good to recite 

our liturgy together and I love to sing together because 

then I can hide my voice amongst the many voices that 

know how to sing. I love to listen to our Special Music 

and I'm excited to see how the Pastors will craft a sermon 

from our readings. I get energized when I'm at church with 

my friends...my family. I strongly encourage all of you to 

join me at church to worship God and strengthen each 

other. 

__________________________________________ 

 

We still need a few more ushers!  
 

Are you friendly and faithful person between the ages of 

13 and 113? You can usher! The time commitment: 9 

Sunday's (Sept - May) for the 10:30 service. If you can't 

commit to 9 Sundays, we are also seeking help for both 

services on the three Sundays where there are five weeks 

in the month: Oct 29, Dec 31, and March 31. This would 

be a very minimal time commitment. 

 

Worried about vacations or unexpected events? Don't be! 

The usher team will find you a substitute if needed.  

Worried you're inexperienced? Don't be! We will train 

and you'll work with an experienced usher.  

This is a great way to get involved and meet people. 

Questions: Call Rob Koehler (719) 963-5748 or 

email:cmkoehle@gmail.com. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Donuts!  
Join us each Sunday for donuts or other treats in the 

fellowship hall after worship! And if you'd like to help 

bring donuts to church, it's really easy. It’s a quick stop at 

King Soopers where they bring the donuts to you. Please 

consider giving it a try by clicking the link in the What’s 

Up email or contacting Marcia Oltrogge 

(marcia@oltrogges.com 719-640-

6577). https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AAAA

F23A3FE3-fellowship 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Blessed With Visitors and New Members 

 
Last week I received an email from a person who became 

a member at our church within the last year. It was 

feedback that I needed to hear but caused me great pain. 

It started with "John, I need you to put on your Council 

President hat." This is never a good start to an email. 

She's been struggling with feelings of being ignored at our 

church. There were several incidents that led to these 

feelings: one Sunday morning when she was walking 

back to her car, she passed two women walking together 

toward the church. She said, "Good morning", they 

looked up for a second, and resumed their conversation 

without saying a word to her. This was followed almost 

immediately by encountering two other women on their 

way into the church, who did the same thing. At the 

Spaghetti Supper most seats were taken, so she took a seat 

at a table across from a man who was the only person 

sitting there. He was busy with his phone, so she did not 

speak to him. In a few minutes, his wife and another 

couple came to sit down. The second couple were seated 

by her. The first man's wife and the second man knew 

each other, greeted one another, and proceeded to 

introduce their spouses to each other. No one looked my 

way, let alone included me in the introductions.” 

 

We are blessed with quite a few new members and with 

visitors. I've always thought that we are a very welcoming 

church, but at least one new member disagrees with my 

assessment. When you see somebody you don't know, 

please take the opportunity to introduce yourself to that 

person and welcome them to our church. I normally will 

come up to them and say "I'm not sure I've met you, my 

name is John." It may be a little uncomfortable for you to 

walk up to a stranger and welcome them to our church 

but think how uncomfortable it may be for them coming 

to a church where they might not know anybody. 

 

Your Council President, John Hayes 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bridge Group  

 
Our Bridge Group will meet on December 16th at 

5:30PM. Please let John or Kathy Hayes know if you plan 

to play that night. Feel free to contact them at (719) 572-

1052 or at kittypawz@aol.com if you have any questions 

about this group. If you'd like to learn how to play bridge, 

Charles Lewis would be happy to give you bridge lessons. 

_____________________________________________ 
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**Prayer Shawl: If you know of anyone in need of a 

prayer shawl, contact one of the Pastors or Darcy Ayen, 

719-351-0776, or dkdayen@gmail.com. 

**Flower Chart – The 2023 Flower Chart is posted in 

the office for you to sign up on for a special Sunday for 

you or a family member, or a special occasion. Check 

with the church office for more info. 

**Ascension’s Free Pantry: Remember to pick up 

groceries for the pantry when you do your own grocery 

shopping. They can be placed directly in the pantry 

outside the CLC or in the cupboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

It’s making a difference. 

**Prayer Ministry – as we pray for people it helps us to 

have updates to keep us connected to the person and 

situation. If you have a prayer concern or would like to 

become a member of our Prayer Chain, contact the office, 

634-1694 or office@ascensioncos.org. 

**Quilts for New Beginnings – meets every Wednesday 

from 9-1 in the Fellowship Hall. They spread out quilts in 

all phases of creation, and if you’d like to help put 

together quilts for a good cause, come and join us. No 

experience necessary, just a good heart willing to learn 

and participate. 

**Mercy’s Gate – formerly Northern Churches Care – 

Pantry items and toiletries are collected in the cupboard 

in the Fellowship Hall. Ongoing needs: crackers, mac & 

cheese, oatmeal, spaghetti, corn, green beans, spaghetti 

sauce, tomato products, tuna, gravy, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, face soap. 

**Terrace Gardens Bingo – Prizes are needed. Please 

mark items “Bingo Prizes” and place them in the Terrace 

Garden Bingo box located in the cupboards in the 

Welcome Center. Questions?? Please contact John Hayes 

at 572-1052 or at blazehayes@aol.com if you'd like to 

help or learn more about this Outreach program. Our 

church has been supporting bingo at the Terrace Gardens 

Healthcare Center for about 35 years. Herb Bagenstos 

started this out-reach program and then Bev Godec took 

it over from him. John Hayes took it over from Bev in 

2015. This program is supported by a small group of four 

hardy volunteers. We call three games of bingo from 

10:00-11:00AM on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the residents. We normally have about 15 players. We 

call out numbers until every player wins in each game. 

After they win, we help them (if needed) to the prize table 

where they can pick out a prize of their choice. The prizes 

are all donated by members of the Ascension family. WE 

ARE ABOUT OUT OF PRIZES FOR THE RESIDENTS. 

Prizes include gently used men and women's 

clothing (mostly sizes Large and higher for men and large 

and Plus sizes for women), sweatpants and tops (large 

sizes), baseball caps, hygiene products (body washes, 

lotions, toothpaste, shampoo, etc), playing cards, some 

small containers of ladies' perfumes, adult coloring 

books/crayons, and costume jewelry. If you would like to 

contribute gifts, please mark items as "Bingo Prizes" and 

place them in the Terrace Garden Bingo box located in 

the cupboard behind the Welcome Center. The residents 

really look forward to our bingo each month and it is 

rewarding to help them. We also need to build up our pool 

of volunteers to help us because we've lost a couple of our 

volunteers because of deaths and moves. Please contact 

John Hayes at 572-1052 or at blazehayes@aol.com if 

you'd like to help or learn more about this program. Thank 

you for your continued support.  

**Campbell’s Soup Labels: Please just cut the UPC bar 

code and the picture of the “point value boy” from the 

following products: Campbells - soups, chunky soups, 

Healthy Request, Supper Bakes; Pepperidge Farm, 

Spaghetti-Os, Swanson, V-8 beverage caps and Prego 

Spaghetti Sauce. Thanks for continuing to collect these to 

help the people with disabilities.  

**Pop can tabs help the Ronald McDonald House. They 

may be placed in the container in the cupboard in the 

Welcome Center.   

_____________________________________________ 

 

To stay connected and up-to-date check out 

Ascension online: 

• Website: ascensioncos.org 

• Facebook: facebook.com/ascensioncos 

• Instagram: instagram.com/ascensioncos/ 

• Online 

Directory: https://members.instantchurchdirectory

.com/ 

• YouTube: tinyurl.com/YouTubeALC 

• Prayer Request 
Form: https://forms.gle/iQEWie3LkVtz3cmLA  

• Zoom 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8673682609 

• Download Ascension’s mobile app, ALC Mobile, 

to your iPhone or Android. 
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 CHURCH STAFF 

Normal Office Hours: 9-12 Mon-Fri (719) 634-1694 

Pastor Dan Holt – off on Friday 

Pastor Daniel Smith – off on Friday 

Music Director/ Organist – Scott Christiansen 

Choir Director – Megan Miller 

Diaconal Minister of Faith Formation – Mary Stoneback 

Office Administrator – Ruth Albrent-Runnells 

Child Learning Center Director – Teresa Adams 

E-mail addresses: office@ascensioncos.org  

d.holt@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Holt) 

d.smith@ascensioncos.org (Pastor Smith) 

m.stoneback@ascensioncos.org (Mary Stoneback) 

s.christiansen@ascensioncos.org (Scott Christiansen) 

music@ascensioncos.org (Megan Miller) 

t.adams@ascensioncos.org (Teresa Adams) 

clc@ascensioncos.org (CLC) 

ts.trinko@gmail.com (newsletter articles) 

Our Website: www.ascensioncos.org  

January newsletter deadline: Dec. 24 

 Melvin Allen, Wilma 

Bogenhagen (Mother of Norma Ingalls & Marcia 

Foret), Mary Ann Bond, Allen Brooks (Foster son of 

Darcy & Tom Johnson), Brad Buhler, Ferne Dillow, 

Michael Foret, Elaine Glover, Eileen Hedstrom, 

Stewart Hellem, Cheri Hughes, Don Knight (friend of 

John Hayes), Pam Landry, Carol Passon, Cerne Rieves 

(ALC Quilter), Rick Rogers, Fran Schumacher (friend 

of Ron Mohler), Jeff Sebben, Cassie Shaffer (friend of 

Trents), Cathy Stanley (sister-in-law of Marilyn 

Gulliksen), Bruce Thompson (Brother of Sandy Trent), 

Carol Thompson, Bob Vanlandingham, and all of our 

men and women serving overseas, especially Anthony 

Calderon.  
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